
 

Further Clarification about Receiving Holy Communion 
June 5, 2021 

 

 
 

Parish clergy received more information from the Executive Archdeacon about how we can resume sharing Holy 

Communion. (It is indeed acting “cautiously and gradually” – no one can accuse us of rushing!) If you want to 

read the 12-page document yourself, please see “Roadmap” -- https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/category/latest-

news/ These standards of the Diocese of Algoma are more strict than those required by the government of Ontario. 

 

 Short Theological Explanation: “The Reserved Sacrament”  

Usually, the priest consecrates the element of bread and wine, and then almost right afterwards, members of the 

congregation come forward to receive the sacrament together.  

 

Sometimes, there are people who cannot come to receive Holy Communion – for example, if they are hospital 

patients. If so, there is provision to consecrate the elements, and then to take them a short time after Sunday 

morning to another location, like a hospital room, and administer communion there. 

 

Archdeacon Koyle proposes that there be an expansion of the use of the reserved sacrament in the diocese at 

this time. There will be no administration from the cup for the time being. 

 

 Monday, June 14 to Monday, July 5: Receiving Holy Communion 

If the government of Ontario postpones the re-opening plans from June 14, everything gets delayed. 

 

Assuming gatherings are permitted, one way to receive Communion is to participate in an outdoor service. We 

will continue with the usual practices of avoiding contact. One new rule is that we have to wear masks outdoors, 

except for the moment when we receive Communion. 

 

A second way to receive Holy Communion is to observe a celebration of Holy Communion on-line, and then 

ask that Holy Communion be delivered to one’s residence, with very brief devotions. 

 

A third way to receive Holy Communion is to observe a celebration of Holy Communion on-line, and then 

drive in one’s car to St. Brice’s, and have Communion delivered to one’s car. Truthfully, I do not like this option, 

but I am prepared to do it if requested. 

 

 Monday, July 5 to Monday, July 26: Receiving Holy Communion 

Outdoor services are encouraged. 

 

We can meet in the Church building, to a maximum of 21 people at any service (15% of capacity). 

 

Wearing masks indoors and outdoors is required. 

 

 Monday, July 27 and following: Receiving Holy Communion 

We will get information at a later date. 

 

 

There is a reflection about the Eucharist in the diocesan document, which we can address another time. 

 


