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Many of us have been deeply disturbed by recent news about the discovery of some 215 unmarked
graves of children who died, near a residential school in Kamloops, British Colombia. It seems
very likely that other sites will be discovered.
There is strong pressure for the Church, and for federal and provincial governments, to “do
something.” In response, a wide number of institutions and individuals, including Archbishop
Anne Germond (https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2021/06/04/letter-to-gods-people-in-algomafrom-archbishop-anne/), have issued sincere statements of concern and support.
I am starting with two convictions. First, if we have learned anything from this disastrous and
terrible policy of residential schools, I hope we have learned that work needs to be done with
indigenous communities, not to them or for them, however well-intentioned some efforts today
might be. This takes time.
Second, I think some of us need to talk a lot less, and to listen much more, and very carefully. We
need to listen to survivors and communities. We need to listen to God – to discern how God wants
the Church to be re-formed, and for the kingdom of God to blossom among us.
Among all the statements I have read this past week, one of them was from the university where I
was an undergraduate. I sincerely hope it was from a desire to contribute well to a national
conversation, not to jump on a bandwagon. I think many of us need to speak less, and to listen
more.
I will refer to this national conversation periodically in my sermons. I encourage us to hold this
matter up in prayer, both in our personal devotions and in the Prayers of the People. I am very
willing to speak with anyone who has been traumatized by the news, or otherwise wants to process
what has taken place. I am very open to having a conversation about how we at St. Brice’s can
honour and reflect on what is going on in our culture today, in a respectful and helpful way. I
suggest that the Advisory Board is the best place for this.
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” I Samuel 3: 10
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