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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT)
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-2Advent & Christmas Observances
What does Advent mean? It means “coming.” We are
preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Messiah and
the Son of God. Advent is also a traditional time to focus
on being ready for Christ’s Second Coming.

-3So, to gauge interest, there
are plans to hold informal
worship services on the
second Wednesday of each
month:
December
8,
January 12, and February 9 – from 7pm to about 7:45pm.

St. Brice’s will be having several special services in the
season of Advent (28 November-24 December in 2021).

If there is strong interest, these services may be offered
weekly in Lent (Lent begins on 2 March in 2022).
These services will not be Celebrations of Holy
Communion, at least not at first -- but may be in the
future. They will include: contemporary music, readings, a
short meditation (or sharing how God has been evidently
at work in someone’s life), and prayer(s). The rector will
lead the first worship service. Lay people will be invited to
contribute.

Blue Christmas: This is a service particularly intended for
people who find Christmas season difficult, or who have
experienced loss this past year. This year’s Blue Christmas
service is being organized by Bill Burton, Carrie Birtch and
Doris Brown. It will be held on Sunday, 5 December, at
7pm.

Advent Carol Service: We hope – we don’t know yet – that
congregational singing will be allowed again, beginning in
Advent. Diocesan clergy will be receiving direction from the
diocesan office in a few days. If singing is permitted, we
hope to have an Advent Carol Service this year. It is
planned for Sunday, December 19, 10am.

There is an opportunity to request hymns which are
particularly meaningful. Please refer to the brochures
which are inside the main entrance (or check the parish’s
Facebook page and website).

Christmas Services: The past
several years, St. Brice’s has
hosted a late-night Christmas
Eve
Eucharist,
and
parishioners
from
other
parishes were welcome to
come. St. John’s will be hosting
a 10pm Christmas Eve service this year. So, we are
planning Christmas services as follows:
Christmas Eve, 7pm
Christmas Day, 11am
Christmas I (December 26), 10am.

This service is not limited to St. Brice’s parishioners. Please
feel free to invite a friend. These gentle and encouraging
services are important to some folks.
Wednesday Night: There have been a few requests for
some informal worship times. Some time in the past, there
were such services on Wednesday evenings.

-4Gospel Based Discipleship: Archbishop Anne Germond
will be hosting an on-line study program, called Gospel
Based Discipleship (GBD), on the 4 Wednesdays in Advent,
beginning at 7pm:
December 1: Luke 21: 25-36
December 8: Luke 3: 1-6
December 15: Luke 3: 7-18
December 22: Luke 1: 39-45.
If you would like to participate, please contact the parish
office (705-474-4005) to receive the Zoom link, and for
more information.
Advent Retreat Morning: The Rev. Dr. Derek Neal will be
hosting an “Advent Retreat Morning,” on Saturday, 11
December, 9:30am- noon. The retreat is called, “Servants
Are Open: Pondering the Gospels with Imagination.” It will
be a time for “reading, prayer, contemplation and
discussion.”
This event will be offered both in
person and on-line (please call
705-474-4005
or
contact
stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca for
the Zoom link).
Participants are encouraged to
bring a Bible, some paper and something to write with.
Cassellholme Christmas Tree: St. Brice’s has a tradition
of providing gifts for residents of Cassellholme for
Christmas. There will be a small Christmas tree in the back
of the Church building. People are encouraged to drop off
gifts by no later than 20 December. Nancy Moulton will be
coordinating the Cassellholme Christmas Tree distribution
this year.

-5Take Home Meals: To give the volunteers a break, Take
Home Meals aren’t prepared during the month of
December. So, there will be no deliveries on 5 January.
Other Events & Ministries
Lent Preparations: It seems like a long way off, but the
season of Lent (beginning 2 March) will be here before we
know it. The Spiritual Development Committee is working
on a recommended book to read, a Bible focus, and a movie
to discuss.
Book & Bale Sale: Thank you very much to everyone who
contributed to the A.C.W. “Book and Bake Sale” earlier this
month. The baked goods were delicious, and a very large
number of books was donated. Proceeds of about $450 will
be distributed to missions.
Parish Photo Album:
Parishioners were contacted
to participate in a photo
session a couple of weeks
ago, for an upcoming parish
photo album.
A
lot
of
parishioners
participated. If you were unavailable, we would be grateful
if you can lend a recent digital photograph to the parish
office.
The company which provided this service evidently had a
very effective salesperson, as a number of folks ordered
extra photographs of themselves. One of the employees
contacted me to express their gratitude for people’s
support, and said how gracious almost everyone was when
they called to arrange appointments.
The new photo directory will be available in about 3
months.

-6Required Vaccinations (if
offering ministry): It is now
required by the diocesan
office that anyone who has
any leadership role in the
parish be fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. There
are still several people who have assured us that they are
fully vaccinated, but as yet have not shown us their
documentation. Here is a gentle but firm reminder: If you
have not already shown your vaccination status, and have
a role in the parish, please do so this coming week.
Grief Group: Ramona Furst continues to offer a Grief
Group on Tuesday afternoons, beginning at 1pm.
Property & Finance: There will be a Property Committee
meeting on Saturday, November 27, at 11am. There will
be a Finance Committee meeting on December 2, 7pm (the
2022 parish budget is being prepared). If there is any
property matter which you know needs attention, or if you
know of something in 2022 which has financial
implications, please contact the parish office (705-4744005), or committee members.
Property Matters
Successful Grant Application:
We are pleased to let parishioners
know that St. Brice’s grant
application through the Anglican
Foundation’s “Say Yes! To Kids”
campaign was successful. The grant money is to replace
the kitchen stoves with upgraded models, and to provide
some resources for the Teen Lunch Program. Thank you to
Eva Black and Diane McCaskill for preparing the grant
application.

-7Exterior Sign: We have not yet received enough bids to
install the new exterior sign, and do not expect to do any
further work on this initiative until the spring. However, if
any parishioner wants to contribute during the present tax
year, donations are most welcome.
De-icer: A commercial company provides snow plowing for
St. Brice’s parking in the winter months. Volunteers clean
the steps and sidewalk on our property. Please be mindful
of your own and others’ safety if you clear the way.
Please note that there are two kinds
of de-icer near the main door. One
kind of de-icer is suitable for
temperatures as low as -18 degree
Celsius. A second kind of de-icer –
which is much more expensive – is suitable for very cold
days. Please use the more expensive de-icer only when
necessary.
“Mercy” (Kenneth Drysdale ©2021)
Below is an excerpt from a longer poem, entitled “Mercy,” by
parishioner, who was inspired to write it after a recent
Tuesday evening Bible study. (Note the rhyme and meter
indicates that this poem might be set to a hymn tune.)
It is nature's way to defend
Ourselves when we can't pretend
We take justice into our own hands
Later we bury our head in the sands
Ashamed of ourselves who we tend to condescend
Mercy is the pinnacle of God's wisdom
Humbly allows us into his kingdom
His forgiveness comes from love
For our souls that ride on the wings of a dove
As we leave it in hands to fathom

