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Epiphany VII 2023 (Feast of the Transfiguration)

“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him.”

St. Luke 9: 35b

Those of us who are heavy sleepers know that familiar feeling when we start to wake up,
and we’re disoriented because we’re in an unfamiliar place... Perhaps there has been an
unexpected sound or sight. We groggily try to get our bearings...
I think something like that must have happened with Peter, James and John, as they go up
a mountaintop with the Lord Jesus... We can notice in the Bible that when people go up a
mountain, God is up to something!... It was far easier to make a footpath around the
mountain than up and down the mountain. In the ancient world, travelling on foot, people
would generally avoid going up a mountain, because it was more of an effort to climb up
a steep bank...
Nonetheless, Jesus chooses to go up a mountain with some of his closest friends. With the
unending demands of the people, perhaps he needed a little time to re-group...
When Moses goes up Mount Sinai, God is up to something: God gave the Ten
Commandments to his people. When Moses and Aaron go up Mount Hor, God is up to
something: God transfers the leadership from Aaron to a new generation of priests. When
Elijah went up Mount Carmel, God is up to something: The prophets of Baal are defeated,
and God’s reign is seen in a new generation... So we can expect that when Jesus Christ
goes up a mountain... God is up to something!...
Perhaps they are exhausted by climbing up the mountain, but Peter, James and John fall
asleep. As they are waking from their nap, they are stunned to see Jesus Christ – yes, it is
their Rabbi, their Lord... He is the same, and yet different... Christ has not less or more;
but something new about him has been revealed: This is no ordinary man. He is the Son
of God!...
The confused disciples, as they shake themselves awake, realize they are not alone: The
great prophet Elijah is with them, as is Moses, the great leader of the people, to whom
was given the Law. Moses represents the giving of the Law; Elijah represents the whole
prophetic tradition. This is the summary of the Old Testament is the Law and the
Prophets: By their presence, the presence of Moses and Elijah is a sign that Jesus Christ
himself is the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets...
When you’re waking up, when you’re trying to get your bearings, have you ever said
anything silly?... If there’s a teenager in the house, we might get a withering look.

Jesus Christ is far more gracious, and doesn’t comment. But here goes Peter, blurting out
something before he’s thought it through! Peter says, “Master, it is well that we are here;
let us make three booths, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah (v. 33).” Luke
the historian dryly records, Peter didn’t know what he was saying...
For further confirmation that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, his heavenly Father
communicates with the bewildered and frightened disciples: “This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him...”
These words speak to us today, as they did to those first disciples, so many years ago:
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him...”
We live in a troubled world, don’t we? We live in a time when people often speak without
choosing their words; when there are intentions to overthrow a government by a few and
the declaration of a national emergency in response; when a Russian leader chooses to
invade a sovereign nation on the absurd pretexts of self-defense... and blood flows in the
streets... O King of the nations, what is happening to our world? Where is the wisdom of
our forebearers?...
Instead of impulse and selfishness and recklessness, why aren’t we listening, for God’s
wisdom? “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him...” Why are we so slow to listen?...
“Listening” is an under-developed spiritual practice in our generation... We begin with
the conviction that God wants to be in relationship with us, and relationships thrive on
good communication... It’s not just that we as individuals need to learn to listen to one
another (although we certainly need to do that too). It’s not just that local churches need
to listen to one another (although we need to do that too!)... The issue I want to put before
us is: As individuals, and collectively as the Church, the Body of Christ, are we listening
for God’s direction?...
The prologue of John begins by referring to the eternal existence of God the Son – the
divine Word or Logos who became incarnate as Jesus Christ: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...” “Logos” in Greek isn’t
easy to translate, but “Word” is more than just speech. We are reading about God’s
activity in creating (Genesis 1: 3), revealing (Amos 3: 7-8) and redeeming (Psalm 107:
19-20), in a personal way... God’s very nature is to want to draw you and me to himself.
Don’t we want to hear what he has to say?...
Here’s an example: Even in many theological colleges and seminaries, reading the Bible
has changed: Classically, the Bible was understood to be “The Word of the Lord,” written
down by human authors in local cultures, but above all, God himself self-revealing an
overall message for all peoples and all cultures... In many theological colleges today,

students are taught to break down the text into little pieces, to see if there are scraps
which were written in earlier or later periods, to try to discern the needs of the ancient
faith community, to use computer programming to analyze the texts, and so on.
Sometimes these can bring insights into the heart of God... I’m concerned, though, that
students are often being encouraged to focus only on human psychology and
anthropology as the ancient authors write, and not seeking... God! It is like looking at
trees and failing to observe the forest...
So, How do recover this ancient practice of listening for God, and to tone down the
shouting and self-interested voices of our generation? How can we listen for the heart of
God – so we can speak into our broken world?...
We begin with the conviction that God wants to communicate, and we want to hear God’s
voice above the din... As the ancient prophet Samuel was being called as a youth, he was
listening near the Ark of God. I Samuel 3: 10: “And the Lord came and stood forth,
calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak. For your servant
hears...” When the prophet Isaiah has the heavenly vision of angels praising God, “Holy,
holy, holy,” and his sin is cleansed, Isaiah responds to God’s question to him: “And I
heard the voice of the Lord [note, he heard the voice of the Lord], saying, “Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me (Isaiah 6: 8)...”
James 1: 19 reads, “Know this, my beloved brothers and sisters, let everyone be quick to
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger...”
So we start with patient, humble determination to hear the Word of the Lord... That’s the
biggest hurdle!... If we’re praying, let’s take time not just to list our worries and our
grievances. “Be still and know that I am God,” says the Psalmist. Where might we be led
in our minds and hearts during – silence?...
When we read the scriptures, let’s not read with a dull habit or by rote, but with a sense of
anticipation. What might we discover?...
What is being learned and taught in the local church – not just on Sunday mornings, but
in practices such as the book for Lent we’re reading this year? How are we collectively
seeking the direction of the Lord?...
Sometimes God reveals his will in surprising ways, such as dreams, or unexpected events
which might seem like coincidences. Who are we, if we try to limit God’s ways of
breaking through?...
It is after we seek God that we are called into action – into a loving response...

On that ancient mountaintop, the voice of God the Father boomed out, “This is my Son,
the Chosen; listen to him!...” As we develop the joy-full discipline of listening for God,
then we are led to see Jesus Christ is all his transfigured glory, and equipped to do his
work, now and for ever.
Amen...

