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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT)

p.
p.
p.
p.

3
10
12
17

-3SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
Prayer Workshop
We practice offering prayer. Most of us are convinced of its
power, but most of us also feel that we have a long way to
go to become the effective
pray-ers we want to be (and
whom we believe God wants
us to be).
The Ven. Marie Loewen will
be offering a workshop about
prayer at St. Brice’s, this coming Saturday morning,
beginning at 10am. (Bring your Bible. 😊)
For people who prefer, this event will also be offered online. The Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82250431796?pwd=cmltQlJHZnZrU
VRlblh6SHQ1Q0V0QT09 (Meeting ID: 822 5043 1796; Passcode:
221503.)

No one is too sophisticated, or too simple, to learn more
about developing our prayer lives.
Preaching Day Workshop
This Workshop is beneficial especially for layreaders, but
is open to anyone who wants to learn more about reading
and proclaiming the good news.
Wycliffe College, a Toronto Anglican seminary, is offering
a one-day course about proclaiming and preaching. This
year the event will be led by Ed Stetzer, an outstanding
guy in this field. If you would like more information, or to
register, please go to:
https://www.wycliffecollege.ca/preaching-day
(There is a nominal charge. If this is a problem for you,
please get in touch with me at the parish office. -PA)
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We sometimes say, “I was baptized at St. Brice’s” or “I was
baptized Anglican.” That’s not quite the right emphasis,
however. When we are baptized, we are joined fully into
the Catholic Church (that is, the universal Church of all
Christians around the world and through the ages).
When we are baptized, we become Christians. God begins
a new work in our lives by his grace, and we are adopted
into the family of the whole Church. However, our
Christian life is lived out in a local faith community – the
local parish.

The writer C.S. Lewis, in his introduction to The Screwtape
Letters, explained belonging to a Christian denomination in a
way which many of us find helpful.
If we imagine a house, we are either outside the house or inside
it. But if we are inside the house, we are also inside one the
rooms – kitchen, living room, bedroom or whatever. What is
primary is that we are inside the house, but we can’t be inside
the house without also being inside one of the rooms.
In the same way, what is primary is that we belong to Christ –
that by faith we are inside the house. But by being in the house,
we are also choosing to dwell in one of the rooms – Anglican,
Roman Catholic, Methodist, Ukrainian Orthodox, or whatever.
Our Christian faith has to be lived within the wonder,
discipline, and foibles of a local Christian community and
denomination.
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If we have already been confirmed by a bishop in an
Anglican church, or in another church, then we are
already confirmed. (Like baptism, we only need to be
confirmed once.)

For those of us who were baptized as babies or young
children, our baptism took place within the context of our
parents promising to bring us up so we can grow and
respond to the gift of Jesus Christ for ourselves. However,
there comes a time when we need to decide for ourselves,
whether we choose to follow Christ – or not.
Along with many other Christian denominations, the
Anglican Church offers a sacramental rite called
“Confirmation.” There are essentially two parts to a
Confirmation service:
• First, we proclaim the Apostles’ Creed together, and
then a candidate for Confirmation is asked if he or
she does “profess and follow this faith.” The
candidate is declaring before other Christians to be
a follower of Christ.
• Second, the bishop prays for the gift of the Holy
Spirit upon the candidate. (This is not a second
baptism; baptism is complete in itself. The Spirit of
God is frequently deeply at work at special periods
of our lives -- and Confirmation is one of them.)
In preparation for the Confirmation service, candidates
usually spend time with the priest or a senior layperson,
learning more about following Christ. This period of
learning, teaching and growth is called the
“Catechumenate.”
Some of us were confirmed as teenagers or adults. Some
of us have not been confirmed. If we have not been

However, some people
want to identify more
formally that they are
part of St. Brice’s, which
in turn is part of the
worldwide Anglican
Communion. Then we
are invited to be
“received” – a kind of formal welcome and
acknowledgement that we are choosing to belong here.
Archbishop Anne Germond is going to be offering a
service of Confirmation at St. John’s parish, North
Bay, on Saturday, 2 July, 11am. For those who have
already been prepared for Confirmation, or for those who
would like to take Confirmation classes and be confirmed,
or for those who would like to be received, please notify
the parish office right away (705-474-4005).
On 2 July, the rector will be
away at a conference.
However, the Rev. Marie is
willing to “present” people to
the bishop on behalf of the
parish.
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“Rogation” comes from a Latin word, meaning “to ask” or
“to beseech.” Rogation Days are traditional days to ask for
God’s blessing, for abundance for the planned crops. (It is
also a traditional time to pray
around the boundaries of the
parish. This old English custom
is called “beating the bounds.”)
Rogation Days fall on 3 days
before Ascension Day (which is
40 days after Easter Day).
As many Christians are becoming more aware of our need
to care for the created world around us, there is some
renewed interest in Rogation Days.
On Monday evening, May 23, 7pm, we will be holding a
short devotion at St. Brice’s. It is a form of the Stations of
the Cross, or the Way of the Cross, developed by an
Anglican diocese in Kenya. These devotions help us as
Christians to consider our responsibilities to care for the
land, and to care for our relationships with one another.
I encourage us all to attend.
Ascension Day
We will be celebrating Christ’s Ascension on Ascension
Day, May 26, with a brief celebration of the Holy
Eucharist, at 6:15pm. (An Advisory Board meeting
follows at 7pm, for Board members.)
Festival of Pentecost
The festival of Pentecost, when
we celebrate the gift of the
Holy Spirit upon the followers
of Christ, will take place this
year on June 5. This is a joint
service, starting at 10am.
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parishioners are invited to wear something red, or
something with a red accent, that Sunday.
Following the service, there are plans to offer a barbeque.
There will likely be a hat or something, for donations for
Camp Temiskaming.
Anglican Church Women

The next Anglican Church Women meeting will be held
on Wednesday, 25 May, at 5:15pm in the parish hall.
The A.C.W. is offering a reception in the parish hall,
following the funeral for parishioner Deb Georgei, on
Wednesday, 18 May.
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. If you are not
working that Wednesday afternoon, some volunteers to
serve refreshments are most welcome. As well, if you can
contribute a plate of cookies, etc., please use the sign-up
sheet, and drop off baking (no later than the day before).
Sermon Series on Discipleship
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“discipleship” in May and June. The topics are as follows:
Money, 1 May
Prayer, 8 May
Hospitality, 15 May
Sacraments, 22 May
Social Justice, 29 May;
Ministries, 5 June (Pentecost Sunday)
Trinity, 12 June (Trinity Sunday)
Bible, 19 June.
Land Acknowledgement
Most of us are familiar with the land acknowledgement
which we display at St. Brice’s, just before the 10am and
11am services begin. We also read the acknowledgement
at the beginning of Vestry meetings and times like that.
Parishioner David Lewis is preparing a display to be hung
in the narthex (near the front door) and in the parish hall.
(Representatives of the indigenous communities have
been invited to contribute as well.)
We hope to dedicate these displays on Pentecost Sunday.
COMMUNITY
Good Friday Gathering
Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent
ecumenical “Good Friday Gathering.” The Steering
Committee is evaluating how it went. Feedback is very
welcome.
North Bay Pregnancy Help & Resource Centre
The local Pregnancy Life and Resource Centre is holding a
“dessert” fund raiser on 27 May. Please see the
accompanying poster for more information.
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As part of their regular work with parishes in
Temiskaming Deanery, Deanery officials will be meeting
with the rector and wardens this month. These gatherings
are opportunities for encourage and guidance. If anyone
would like to participate in these conversations, please
contact the parish office (705-474-4005).
FINANCES
(1 January-30 April 2022)
Income to Date: $45 206.90
Expenses to Date: $55 400.13
Current Deficit (expenses greater than income):
$10 193.03
Last Sunday as part of the “discipleship” series, about
living wholly for Christ, the rector preached on “money.”
The sermon in audio format can be accessed at
https://www.stbriceschurch.com/wordpress/?page_id=6
8
The sermon in printed format can be accessed at
https://www.stbriceschurch.com/wordpress/?page_id=2
58 (choose “written version”).

Hope Awaits
There will be a fund-raiser for Hope Awaits, a local men’s
shelter overseen by a Board with representatives from
local churches, at the Bandshell, at the waterfront of Lake
Nipissing, on Saturday, 4 June, from noon to 7pm.
Among the events will be a competition for the best-built
homeless shelter. Please see the accompanying poster.

Following the service last Sunday, the
following handout was distributed.
This is intended to encourage us and
to equip up to become better followers
of Jesus Christ.
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Money
(a handout for St. Brice’s, 1 May 2022)

Some of us have an uneasy relationship with money. For
some, it brings confidence. For others, it brings anxiety or
even strife. In North America, money problems are a
factor about 40% of all marriage breakups.
Here are some suggestions about using money, and
talking about money within the household. Some of these
resources are what I provide to couples when preparing
for marriage. -PA

General Tips (communication within households)
•
•
•
•
•

Choose a time to talk when we are not rushed or
likely to be distracted
Observe the “10 o’clock” rule – avoid trying to have
important discussions late at night when you are
more likely to be tired
Try to be self-aware of our own feelings (anxious;
guilty; frustrated…)
Be prepared to identify how the issue makes us feel
(relieved; angry; delighted…)
Identify the issue. For couples, the issue is not your
behaviour or your partner’s behaviour. You are
partners, and the issue is “out there” – a credit card
bill, planning for retirement, or whatever

-14• Focus on a single issue, not habits from the past
• Don’t be in a hurry
• Make an effort to listen carefully. Frequently repeat
what you understand the partner has said, to make
sure you have understood correctly
• Don’t tell another adult what they “should” or “must”
do
Questions to Consider
Do we have a very good idea how we presently use our
money?
If we don’t keep track of our spending, we are likely
spending small amounts which add up. We likely know
our rent or mortgage payments. We might not know how
much we spend at Tim Hortons or Starbucks. It takes
some effort, but try to keep track of everything you spend
money on, for at least a couple of months.
A habit in the Armstrong house: At the beginning of each
year, we plan together how much we plan to spend in
certain categories (gas; entertainment; insurance; etc.)
When we buy stuff, we get a paper receipt for everything,
and stuff the receipts in an old tissue box in our
bedroom. Once a month, Peter sorts the receipts into
categories, and compares what we’ve done with what we
planned to do. It’s very effective in keeping track of our
spending trends.
We’re a little over-extended, and so plan to cut out our
expenses for “entertainment.” Is that a good idea?
No. It is likely a really good idea to cut back on expenses
for fun, but don’t eliminate it altogether. We can’t keep it
up.
We’d like to contribute, or contribute more, to St. Brice’s
and another charity. How much should we contribute?
Two rules of thumb: Be generous. Contribute until you
feel good about what you’re doing.
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10% of our income (Malachi
3: 10). This is what the
Armstrongs practice – how
can we invite others to be
generous if we aren’t living
it ourselves? We believe
that, for us, that is what
God wants from us.
Generosity
The writer C. S. Lewis (who
had a good income and was a bachelor until late middle
age) gave away about a third of his income.
Anglicans overall give the second-least of all Canadian
Christian denominations. For most us, the tithe is way
beyond what we can manage. Working in
stages is helpful: First, contribute
consistently, whatever the amount is – for
example, the same amount each month,
even if we go away on a holiday.
Second, aim to do just a little more – say,
an increase of 5%: $1 to $1.05; $30 to $31.50, etc. It’s
better to be consistent on a weekly or monthly basis, then
to give a large amount once a year, or more.
Third, take a long-term view. If your income rises, adjust
your saving, spending and giving accordingly.
What is P.A.R.?
The Pre-Authorized Remittance (in which we arrange for
an automatic offering, for example, to St. Brice’s -- like
the way most of us pay our phone bills) is helpful for
parishioners, and helpful for planning by the parish
leadership. Please see Fay Ivany for details.

-16What is Planned Giving?
Some people are in the position to be able to undertake
long-term planning. The most common example is people
listing a donation to St. Brice’s in their wills. An informed
financial manager can help us make the wisest and bestinformed decisions.
How do you feel about St. Brice’s financial management,
as the rector?
• I think we do a very good job of being transparent
about our income and expenses.
• I think the Treasurer, the Finance Committee, and
the Advisory Board are great.
• I acknowledge that our expenses slowly trend
upwards, year over year.
• We mostly develop a budget about what we think
our expenses will be, and then hope we get the
income to match the expenses. Most years, we have
a deficit (more expenses than income) for most of
the year, but achieve our goals by the end of the
year. I wish that offerings were more consistent.
• I think it’s important to watch trends, not just on
one Sunday or another. By the end of our first
quarter (31 March), our deficit was $6077.57. The
same period in 2021 was $7877.54, so that seemed
a good improvement. However, our income went
down a bit in April 2022, and we had several big
expenses (natural gas bill for several months,
buying out the copier lease, paying the snow plow
guy, etc.). The total for 30 April isn’t finished [as
this handout is being prepared], but it looks like
our deficit rose to over $10 000. This concerns me
somewhat, especially since during the summer,
income tends to drop.
Most of all, I am confident that God cares about us. We
have to do our part, but he will see us through.
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I wish that everyone (not just St. Brice’s – everyone)
wouldn’t spend as much money as they do on lottery
tickets, casinos, etc. At least, don’t spend, hoping for a
significant financial return. Many of
these avenues are psychological tricks,
and they are taxes on the poor.
Try to save for a rainy day. A rainy day
– a time when we face an unexpected
large expense – will always come.
PROPERTY
Internet
The internet at St. Brice’s has been upgraded. To access
the internet throughout the property, please use
“StBricesChurch.” For the password, please contact the
parish office (705 474-4005).
Video/ Alarm System
As we have received a provincial grant for this purpose, a
video surveillance and alarm system have been installed
on the property. To reduce or eliminate false alarms,
please do not go into the buildings at night, unless it’s an
emergency, without notifying the parish office. Thank you!
Lawn
A sign-up sheet to mow the parish lawn is posted on the
easel in the narthex. It
takes about 30 minutes to
mow the front and back
lawns. Please take a turn if
you can. (The more people
volunteer, the more
minimal the effort.)
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Update
Our application for an Anglican Foundation of Canada
grant for a new exterior sign is being considered at their
Board meeting next week.
Grace Foundation
The Grace Foundation is a local initiative which helps
fund continuing education initiatives which can have an
impact on a parish, on the deanery, on the diocese or on
the community.
For more information, please contact the parish office, or
write The Grace Foundation, 399 Gordon Ave., North Bay,
ON P1B 8V1
The following was written by Kenneth Drysdale, a
parishioner (see Proverbs 3: 5-6):
“He Knows” (lyrics)
He knows what you want
You won’t find it without him
You’ll find your whim after him
He will straighten your path
Where we belong.
Chorus:
He knows your heart
Better than you think you do
The trees that grow there
He planted them years ago
Where they belong.
He knows what you need
Better than you think you do
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He is the eyes in your heart
He can see every part
Where he belongs.

Praying for Peace
We are asked to continue to pray for
peace in Ukraine and in the
surrounding region. The following
prayer was composed by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York
(England):

Chorus
He knows the unknown
You’ll stumble along the way
You’ll get caught in life’s web
He will pull you out
Gently without a doubt
In hopes you learn his way
As you faithfully pray
In your heart he will stay.

A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their
decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk
and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen

Chorus
He knows you’ll fall
Short of his glory
He is the light in your soul
Because only he knows.
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Tuesday Evening Bible Studies
The Tuesday Evening Bible Studies are on-line, 7-8pm.
We are currently reading the Book of Revelation.
Time: Tuesdays, 7pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87186647376?pwd=a0RU
UW1hQ3VGM0k3ZER0ejlkc2s2UT09
Meeting ID: 871 8664 7376
Passcode: 156231
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