Pentecost 2 2022 Sermon
“As the deer longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for you, O God.”
Psalm 42: 1
We’ve just heard 4 readings from the Bible: A history story from the perspective of people (when
Jesus heals a possessed man in the Gerasene region); a history story recording the voice of God
(as God speaks to Elijah quietly or in silence); poetry (the psalmist longing for God), and a letter
by Paul...
Today is another chapter about being a disciple, a follower of Jesus Christ. Today, the Rev.
Marie and I invite you to consider what you read or hear read in the Bible, and why...
Let’s begin with what’s in this book: It’s a bunch of small stories, which make up one big story,
about God and people – faithful God; faithful people; and un-faithful people. It’s a small library
of 66 documents. Ultimately, Christians believe, the Bible helps introduce us to Jesus Christ
(even those parts which aren’t obviously about Jesus)...
How did we get this material? At first the stories where passed along by oral tradition – say, by
parents teaching their children. (Ancient people were far better than we are about passing on oral
stories...) All this material was written down, and was recognized to be authoritative. The Bible
doesn’t contain good stuff because Church leaders said so. Church leaders recognized the power
and authority and Christ-centredness of the Bible contents. The Church leaders didn’t make the
Bible excellent. They recognized that the Bible was excellent – that God had specially guided the
human authors...
So the Bible is both a product of people (living in a certain time and place with particular
interests); and it’s also a product of God the Holy Spirit inspiring the human authors. II Timothy
3: 16 calls the scriptures “inspired” – which literally means, “God-breathed...” So the message of
the gospel isn’t just for one culture, but for all people; all cultures...
Our present-day Bible is translated into English, of course, but all these writings were in wide
circulation in the Church by about 2 generations after Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Bible is
a product of the Church – that is, all these historical books and letters and poems and prophesies
were written by early Christians or by our Jewish forebearers. They were copied and shared
around the early congregations. But the overall message of the Bible – the gospel – is understood
by Christian leaders to be a standard, a “canon,” against which we can be judged to be faithful, or
unfaithful...
When I was ordained into holy orders, as a deacon and as a priest, like all Anglican clergy, I
declared that I believe that the Bible does “contain all things necessary for salvation...” The core
of what we believe in the overall gospel message recorded on these pages...

I’ve served on the Board of a group called the Anglican Communion Alliance, which helps
promote biblical literacy in Canadian Anglicans. (To be very candid, a lot of Canadian Anglicans
are pretty weak at knowing the overall content of this book.) But I took some exception to one
phrase in a video put out by A.C.A., The speaker said that the Bible is like chocolate – tasty and
delicious. Sure, some of it is! Some parts of the Bible are beautiful and comforting and
delightful, and easy to understand...
But not all of it! There are some parts which are challenging, or there are points with which we
might struggle!... For example, I know some of us struggle to understand why God seems to
condone violence in much of the Old Testament. Some of it is like chocolate. Some of it, we
sometimes find hard to swallow – but that doesn’t mean we should avoid it, and just read the
easy bits...
How do we deal with the difficult parts of the Bible?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Look at the context. Try to understand what the author was going through, and what
comes before or after the hard passage.
Join a Bible study. (That’s the chief way I grow in understanding the Bible.)
Read what other people have written about these hard parts.
It’s okay that not all parts of the Bible are equally interesting or relevant for today. For
example, you don’t have to think there’s anything wrong with you if you find the family
lists of First Chronicles chapter 2 to be really, really boring...

A baby can just consume a little bit of nourishment at a time – a few tablespoons of its mother’s
milk or formula.
In contrast, in the first parish I served, a teenage farm boy I knew drove to a McDonald’s
restaurant and ate 10 Big Macs in one sitting! We wouldn’t expect the teenage farm boy to get
enough nourishment in the same amount as the baby. A baby could never eat 10 big hamburgers
at a time. The point is: Get the nourishment you need, for the spiritual stage you are at... It’s
better to read a small section, and to really chew it over, than to skim a whole lot without ever
being touched by the message.
Relationships thrive on communication. I believe that God wants us to read his Word, as an
important habit to get to know him. Research consistently shows that the more members of a
congregation regularly read the Bible, the more dynamic the ministry of that parish tend to be...
Questions??..

