Barbara Lundblad
“Jesus’ prayer hangs in the space between earth and heaven, between
time past and time present and time yet to come. Jesus is praying that we
will remain faithful and trust in the presence of the Holy Spirit.”
____________________________________________________________
_____
God of Grace, you love the world so much that you gave your only
Son to be our Savior. Help us to rejoice in our salvation by showing
mercy and truth, and by walking in the way of righteousness and
peace. Help us be one with you and with each other, to live your
life in the world, that the world may know you. We ask this in
your name and for your sake, Amen.

Joy J Moore shares a neat story - a young boy in her congregation had
been homeschooled but now he was going to public school - a big and
somewhat scary thing for him
As she tucked him in he asked if she would pray FOR him. She was a little
confused - she always prayed WITH her children as she put the to bed so
she asked “What do you mean?” He said something like this, “I want you to
pray FOR me, the way you pray after we go to sleep.” He knew that after
she put them all to bed each night she went in and prayed for them. He
wanted to overhear that prayer. Just as we get to overhear Jesus’ prayer”Joy
In our gospel reading we hear the heart of Jesus, in the most intimate
prayer anywhere in Scripture. He prays for the dear friend-disciples on the
eve of his death – and he prays for those who will follow them – he prays
for us!

‘\\Jesus, in just 5 verses, requests and speaks of our oneness in him as he
is in the Father 10 times!!!
What is the nature of that oneness? It is not sameness in the way that
identical twins look just the same , often sound the same and even act in
the same ways – even when they are separated from birth. For Jesus, the
essence of “oneness is not sameness but a unity based in relationship.
God the Father and God the Son and God the Spirit appear to us and act in
us in and with differing ways - the essence of the Trinitarian understanding
is that each person of the Trinity is complete, yet distinctive - but in that
completeness and distinctiveness, there is perfect unity in holiness and in
purpose and in character and in the power of love and in justice….
Our Psalm today reminds us that
righteousness and justice
are the foundations of his throne.
Psalm 85:
Mercy and truth have met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other
Truth shall spring upon the earth
and righteousness shall look down from heaven
And Jesus prays that we might be drawn into that intimate and dynamic
unity- a unity lived out in a core of truth – of justice and righteousness,
wrapped in the tough tenderness of self-giving, self-sacrificing love.
Jesus prays:
As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I
have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in
me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
Our unity is a beautiful, multi-faceted reflection of the face of God in the world

Jesus prays that we will live the truth we so often forget – that you carry within
you – I carry within me – the veritable glory of God!
Turn, if you will, right now, and look in the face of the person behind or in front of
you – really look. The person you are seeing carries in them the DNA of Jesus
Christ, the very Spirit of God, given to them in their baptism into the Kingdom of
God. And the person looking at you – they need to see that in you. And they need
to see that, we need to see it in each other so that the people for whom Jesus
would die, would come to know him.
Were you a little uncomfortable, looking so intently at someone and having them
look that way at you? I suspect we all were, because our society is uncomfortable
with looking this way at another – and yet Jesus calls us to do just that. To look
into the face of another and see there the face of Jesus, the imprint of the truth
that each person who draws breath is made in the image of God.
This is the essence of the disciple’s practice, our spiritual practice, of what we call,
somewhat prosaically, Social Justice. For Jesus prays this heart-cry at the close
of his ministry. He intercedes not only for his own but also for that world.
John 3:16
So what does this look like, as we live it out “in shoe leather”?
It looks like Jesus who healed and loved and fed and touched those the world
disregarded. You know these stories – you have heard them over and over –
As you hear them, read them – but this week, look again at some of those stories
as if you were one of the troop following Jesus around. Read them remembering
the world in which Jesus lived –
Remember the Samaritan woman,
to those who walked with Jesus, she was an untouchable – a cast away on the
grounds of her ethnicity, and her culture – she spoke with an obvious accent, she
dressed differently and worshipped differently. She lived in the wrong place. She
was the wrong gender – men simply didn’t speak to women in public, and in fact
each morning a man prayed to thank God that he was not a gentile or a woman.
She was a “loose woman” – her sexual history was a mess. A woman was property

to her culture and she had evidently been bought and sold so many times she
now wasn’t even worth a marriage certificate.– but not to Jesus. To him, she was
a real person, a person for whom he would hang on a cross.
Jesus knew all about her– and yet he came to her, He offered her living water and
he did so in a way that respected her dignity. In our baptismal promises we
promise to honour the dignity of each individual – yet even as we seek to help
others, we often rob people of that – as we help from a stance of superiority or
duty.
Jesus calls us to remember that we are all created in the image of God, and so in
serving others, we are serving him. In Matthew 25 he says:
35

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was
in prison and you came to visit me.’
And when the shocked religious folks he was talking to said – “Lord, when
did we see you this way?” – he told them that whenever they so much as
offered a drink of water to one of these little ones – these vulnerable ones –
they were offering it to him.
How would it change the way you look at the guy standing at the
intersection of Algonquin Avenue and the bypass, holding out his cup if
you saw the face of Jesus in his?
What if you saw the druggie on Main Street as one who bears the image of
God, as damaged as that might be by abuse and difficulties and choices we
can’t quite understand – if we saw that person as one for whom Jesus was
willing to hang on a cross – because that is how Jesus sees her.
In our Revelation reading God invites all - everyone- to come to his kingdom –
and urges us to extend that invitation
“Let everyone who hears say come”

In our Acts reading today, Paul responds to the plight of a slave girl whose only
value is the money she can make for her owners. And in this, she reflects the
shame of our society that allows for the trafficking of vulnerable people. The
important work that Nancy and others in our parish are undertaking against this
horror is a wonderful example of this kind of social justice work.
So does this mean we all have to do what Nancy and her group are doing? And
what do we do about a North American world where 19 little kids can trot off to
school, carrying their lunch in their little backpacks and excited about their
summer holidays and never come home to the families that kissed them goodbye,
or the teachers who died trying to protect them and then political leaders and
powerful lobbies can meet within days, just miles away to extoll the virtues of
guns? And what about the war in Ukraine – even within those whose hearts are
broken because of this there is disagreement between honest people on how
some sort of peace can be ever come about.
The needs of our world are so great, we can become paralysed and throw up our
hands and so nothing:
-Even Jesus did not heal all the blind people, or feed the 5000 for the rest of their
lives
-Parable of “look at your feet”
So – how do we do that?
- Self examination –
Begin by asking these two questions and listening to the Spirit speaking in your
heart
“Where is your heart drawn?”
“Where is your heart repelled?”
Why? “Where is your heart drawn?”
- sentimentality (ads on TV?)
-what you might get? – a t shirt? A feeling of being a good guy? The praise of
others? A sense of duty fulfilled?

-deal with these with complete honesty and confession – repentance and then
ask the question again
“Where is your heart repelled?”
- I could never do that!
- Why?
Having clarified our motives and opened our hearts, where do we feel drawn?
What gifts has God given us to use ( next week)
How can we support the work of others who do what we cannot.
Politically
Money
Prayer
Respect

The Romero Prayer

It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view.

The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts; it is even beyond our
vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction of the magnificent
enterprise that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that
the kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully
expresses our faith. No confession brings perfection. No pastoral
visit brings wholeness. No program accomplishes the church’s
mission. No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water the seeds
already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. We lay
foundations that will need further development. We provide
yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in
realizing that. This enables us to do something and to do it
well. It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the
way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the
rest. We may never see the end results, but that is the
difference between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.

