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The following is part of a poem by 

Kenneth Drysdale, a parishioner. 

 
“O’ Lord” 

 
Across plains and over Mountains, 

God is there, God is here, God is everywhere. 
Humble our worries, Trust in his absolution. 

 
Under the seas and through the skies 

He is there, He is here, He is everywhere. 
He loves us all, just as we are. 

 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  O’ Lord, O’ Lord 
His Love and Essence flows through us all, 
He is always present, He is always working 

With him all things are possible, 
Grant us the patience and protect our hearts  

O’ Lord, O’ Lord. 
 

Along the greatest journey, you by our side 
You are our light, You are our path, You hold our hand 

There is nothing better than you Lord, Jesus. 
 

We know you more now, O’ Lord, O’ Lord 
We want to live for others, guided by your ways. 
Grant our hearts your divinity, O’ Lord, O’ Lord 

We feel our pain less as we feel you more 
We need to thank you, Jesus Christ 

For our relationship with God, the Father 
O’ Lord, O’ Lord. 

 
Take our hand Lord, invite us 

To live in your presence for all eternity 
Take our hand God, choose us. 

-K.D. ©2017 
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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus.”  Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT) 

 

 



 

 

St. Brice’s Anglican Church  
 

https://www.stbriceschurch.com/wordpress/ 
Office email: stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca 
Rector: peter.armstrong@ns.sympatico.ca 

Phone: (705) 474-4005 

St. Brice’s Newsletter: 19 December 2021. 
 

 
Table of Contents 

 

Advent & Christmas Observances  p. 2 
Other Events & Ministries   p. 5 

Property Matters     p. 8 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-2- 
Advent & Christmas Observances 

 
Advent Carol Service:  Please remember we will be having 

a joint service at 10am tomorrow (December 19) – our 
annual Advent Service of Lessons and Carols.  
 

Cassellholme Christmas Tree: St. Brice’s has a tradition 
of providing gifts for residents of Cassellholme for 
Christmas. There is a small Christmas tree in the back of 

the Church building, where people are invited to drop off 
gifts.  

 
Christmas Services: The past 
several years, St. Brice’s has 

hosted a late-night Christmas 
Eve Eucharist, and 

parishioners from other 
parishes were welcome to 
come. St. John’s will be hosting 

a 10pm Christmas Eve service this year.  
 
So, we are planning Christmas services as follows: 

 Christmas Eve, 7pm 
 Christmas Day, 11am 

 Christmas I (December 26), 10am. 
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive the 

sacrament of Holy Communion, but is unable to come to 
the Church building during the Christmas seasons, please 
leave a message at the parish office (705-474-4005). 

 
If you, or someone you know, will be alone at Christmas, 

please leave a message at the parish office (705-474-4005). 
In spite of the current pandemic, we would like to reach 
out to everyone during this season. 
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Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Relationships 

 
Many Canadians are aware of the painful events which 

took place in Canada through the residential school 
system. Earlier this year, the discovery of hundreds of 
unmarked graves, mostly of children, has given further 

urgency to addressing the historic systemic discrimination 
against indigenous peoples. 
 

Between 1820 and 1969, the Anglican Church ran three 
dozen "Indian" and "Eskimo" residential schools and 

hostels, many of which were built by the federal 
government. The goal of the schools was the assimilation 
of educated Indigenous peoples into the non-aboriginal 

world. See http://www.anglican.ca/tr/schools/ to learn 
more. 

 
More recently, there has been a sincere effort to address 
these relationships. On August 6, 1993, the Most Rev. 

Michael Peers offered an apology to the survivors of 
residential schools. See 
https://www.anglican.ca/tr/apology/ to learn more. 

(Notably, the insurer for the National Church cancelled the 
A.C.C.’s policy the following day.) 

 
The following years led to a gradual process of recognizing 
and upholding indigenous ministries among Canadian 

Anglicans, leading to the election of a National Indigenous 
Bishop in 2007, the Rt. Rev. Mark 
MacDonald, and overlapping 

diocesan structures. (Mark has 
since been elected to the role of an 

archbishop for the Canadian 
territory.) 
 

This process has not been easy, and there are sometimes 
competing theological visions, as indigenous parishes and 
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dioceses predominate in the north and more rural areas, 

and indigenous clergy and laypeople tend to vote more 
conservatively, for example, in General Synod (the 

triennial, quasi-parliamentary gathering of delegates in the 
Anglican Church of Canada). 
 

At St. Brice’s, we are committed to learning more, with a 
view to how we can move forward together in a mutually 
respectful, humble and life-giving way. I wrote the following 

prayer last month, which might be helpful to others: 

On Thursday, January 13, 7pm, Kathy Fortin, the 
Executive Director of the North Bay Indigenous Friendship 

Centre, will be speaking with members of the Advisory 
Board for about 30 minutes. The aims include (1), to 

become better informed; (2), to learn more about 
understanding one another’s perspectives; (3), forward-
thinking proposals about how best to move forward in 

future relationships. As time allows, there will be an 
opportunity for questions. Any parishioners who would like 

to attend, in person or on-line, are encouraged to contact 
the parish office (705-474-4005). 
 

 

A Prayer for Relationships within Canada 
 
O Lord, the Creator and Redeemer of all people, give us 
opportunities for reflection, and the grace to use all time 
wisely. Your desire is for the whole world to be reconciled 
through Jesus Christ, and that we would leave behind all 
habits and desires which do not honour you. In this season, we 
are invited to ponder relationships among indigenous and 
non-indigenous Canadians. Help us to be agents of 
reconciliation and heralds of your truth, that your kingdom 
may come, and your will may be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. All this we pray in the Name of Jesus Christ, by whose 
Spirit we can accomplish all that you desire. Amen. 
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Other Events & Ministries 

 
Canadian Mental Health Association: There are also 

plans to have a presentation at St. Brice’s by a local “street 
ambassador,” representing the Canadian Mental Health 
Association. The aim is to learn more about people with 

complex mental health needs, and how best to provide 
ministry. This event will take place during the day, some 
time in the new year. Details will be announced as they 

become available. 
 

COVID-19, Omicron Variant: As this newsletter is being 
put together, there are concerning reports about the 
aggressive spread of the Omicron Variant during this 

current pandemic. At this time, there are no new practices 
to be announced. Parishioners will be informed if there are 

to be any changes. 
 

Nomination Committee: The 

Vestry (annual meeting) is  planned 
for Sunday, February 6. Annual 
Reports need to be submitted no 

later than 24 January. Please do 
not wait until the very last second 

to submit your report, if you are 
responsible for one. 
If you would like to nominate 

someone for a lay leadership role at St. Brice’s, please 
contact the parish office (705-474-4005). 
 
Diocese of Tarime, Girls’ School & Health Program: Our 
diocese, Algoma, has had a long association with the 

Diocese of Tarime, in southeastern Africa. The Rev. Marie 
is co-chair of an initiative to help keep teenage girls in 
school (instead of marrying too young), and to help provide 

vaccines. For more information, please contact the Rev. 
Marie. Support is facilitated through the Primate’s Fund. 
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Financial Summary 

(1 January-30 November 2021) 
 

 
 
Revenue: $131.354.89 
Expenses: $138,778.78 

Deficit: $7423.89 
Balance, General Fund, 30 November: $26,845.10. 
  

The following information was shared with the Advisory 
Board, and was available this past Sunday: 

• Overall expenses were down slightly. Most of our 
expenses are fixed (like my stipend), but a few are 

reduced (less office paper when there were no in-
person Sunday morning services until mid-June; 
less heat in the parish hall, etc.) 

• The federal Government Wage Subsidy was very 
helpful to us ($8633.21 in income this year), 

administered through the diocesan office. However, 
that program ended on 23 October. 

• Due to a change in ownership, we have not received 
an updated gas bill for months. The treasurer has 

paid a substantial deposit, but those costs are still 
unclear. We are also looking at ending our current 

copier lease, and exploring options. 

 



-7- 

• Apportionment to the diocese has been significantly 
reduced. The overall trend seems to be that parish 

income is down in the diocese. 

• The Finance Committee recommends an increase of 
$100/ month for rector’s housing in 2022, to $1300 
for rent and monthly utilities. 

• Fundraising income, understandably, is down in 
2021. 

• We chose to hire an Office Coordinator, Diane 
MacCaskill, for 4 hours/ week in 2021. If I may say 

so, Diane has done an outstanding job, and I hope 
we can continue to keep her in this position. 

• The Electronic Offering Program has been 
consistent. However, envelope income (invitations to 
contribute weekly for ministry and mission) is 

substantially under what we planned for in 2021. 
 
This seem to be divided into roughly two groups: 

People who have tried to contribute consistently 
through the year, and people who contribute only 

occasionally, or not at all. Income was quite steady 
last year, and not bad early this year, but there 
seemed to be a psychological cliff that some people 

fell off in the springtime. Very surprisingly to me, 
15% of envelope holders have not contributed at all, 

or contributed only once at the beginning of 2021. 
 
Last year at the end of November, we had a surplus 
of $5314. As of a couple of weeks ago (November 
30, 2021), our deficit was $7423.89. Although 

December tends to be more generous month, I am 

concerned about how 2022 will play out.   -PA 
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Property Matters 

 
New Stoves Installed: Thanks to a successful grant 

application through the Anglican Foundation of Canada, 
we now have two new large commercial stoves. Please read 
the operating instructions posted above the stoves, before 

trying to operate them. 
If you would like an older electric stove – or possibly two – 
please contact the parish office (705-474-4005). 

 
Exterior Sign: We do not expect to do any further work on 

this initiative until the spring. However, if any parishioner 
wants to contribute during the present tax year, donations 
are most welcome. 

 
 


