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Church Newsletter
September 25, 2021.

St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT)
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Our regular service schedule
(10am on the first Sunday of the
month), 9am and 11am on the
following Sundays continues.
Please
note
that
Harvest
Thanksgiving falls on the second
Sunday in October this year.
I hope people are finding the
current sermon video series,
about sharing Christ’s life with
others, engaging. The last video in
the series will be shown tomorrow
morning, September 26.
The annual “Blessing of the Animals” service will take
place in a week’s time – Sunday, October 3, 2pm, in St.
Brice’s back garden. Animals of all shapes and description
are warmly welcome. We do ask that owners be responsible
for their animals.
There will be a memorial service for the Rev. Joan
Morris on Friday, October 8, 10:30am, at St. John’s
parish. If you would like to attend, please contact the
parish office promptly, as seating is limited.
The Church building will be decorated for
Harvest Thanksgiving on Saturday,
October 9, beginning at 9:30am. Volunteers
are welcome. Preparations take an hour or
so.

-3Healing Focus
Luke (the human author of Luke and Acts in the Bible) is
particularly remembered on or about 18 October. Luke is
thought to have been a medical doctor. (For example, Luke
contains the most records, and the most detail, about
Jesus healing people.)
There have been a number of people who have experienced
illness or difficulties at St. Brice’s lately. Accordingly, on
Sunday, October 17, we will have a special focus on
“healing” after receiving Holy
Communion. People can ask for
private prayers for themselves or for
others; people who wish can be
anointed.
For more information about the
ministry of anointing, please see
Mark 6: 7, 12-13, James 5: 14-16,
the Book of Common Prayer p. 586
and the Book of Alternative Services p. 555.
This is an opportunity for us to be blessed, and to bless
others, in a gracious and loving way.
Different Anglican parishes take turns looking after
different seniors’ homes in the city. St. Brice’s is
responsible for Barclay House, Cassellholme, and the
Empire. Regular services at Cassellholme are still
suspended, but services at Barclay have resumed for the
first Wednesday of the month, 1:30pm, and at Empire on
the last Friday of the month, 10am.
“CELEBRATION OF LIFE”
IN MEMORY OF ALISON SUMMERSBY
Many of us remember Alison Summersby fondly. Alison
died almost three months ago after a brief illness. In early

-4July, there was a memorial service,
but due to the pan-demic
restrictions of the time, seating was
somewhat limited.
Brian and other family members
have arranged for a “Celebration
of Life” event at West Ferris
Legion (30 Legion Drive, Nipissing
Junction), on Saturday, October
2, at 1pm. A light lunch will be
provided, with an opportunity for
stories and remembrances. St.
Brice’s parishioners who would like to attend are invited.
Obviously, because of COVID-19, there are restrictions:
People have to be masked to enter the event until seated at
their tables, and will need to show proof of full vaccination
status at the door. There is a capacity limit, so for
parishioners who want to attend, please contact the parish
office (705-474-4005) by no later than this coming
Wednesday, September 29 at lunchtime.
MINISTRY/ OUTREACH
Volunteers for the Teen Lunch Program have been
delivering fruit and snacks (and helping with bus
transportation at Christmas) throughout the pandemic.
Beginning this coming Friday, sandwiches and food “to
go” will be provided for local high school students. This
is an exciting step, and we do not
know how many teens will respond.
The
leadership
has
thought
through very carefully how to
observe appropriate protocols for
everyone’s well-being.

-5Parish Photo Directory

-6COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Every five years or so, St. Brice’s puts together a photo
directory. People are encouraged to come to the parish
hall at an appointed time, to have their photos taken. These
photographs are then published in a free album which is
available
to
all
parishioners. Wonder the
name of the lady in the
third pew? Look up her
face (and name) in the
new photo directory!

Peter Armstrong has begun volunteering at the local
hospice.
We are invited to observe the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation, this coming Thursday (30 September).

Photographs
will
be
taken on 9-13 November. We don’t have to wear masks
while our picture is taken, but do need to observe health
protocols.
People can purchase extra copies of their photographs if
desired. This is how the company makes money.
Some time in the next month or so, you will likely get a
phone call, inviting you to come to have your picture taken
at St. Brice’s hall, at an agreed-upon time between 9-13
November. This is not a trick, but is an event organized by
the leadership of St. Brice’s.
Photographs will not be taken while the Teen Lunch
Program is operating.
Amanda Adams, Carrie Birtch and the rector are currently
upgrading our “Screening in Faith” protocols. We are
determined that St. Brice’s be a safe and welcoming place
for all people. As part of this process, leaders of groups will
be asked to review documents like job descriptions, and
update them where needed. We are looking for all the forms
to be returned by 31 October.

St. Brice’s Anglican Church Women have helped focus St.
Brice’s priorities in mission. Earlier this year, we made
donations to the “Say Yes! To Kids” campaign, and
contributed to an indigenous community in the north
which was struggling to provide care during COVID-19.
The A.C.W. has plans to offer a “Book and Bake Sale,” on
Saturday, November 6, between 1-3pm. Donations of
books in decent condition and yummy baked goods will be
gratefully received within a day or two of the event. All
proceeds will be directed to the missions which St. Brice’s
supports.
The work of Quilters and Cardmakers, and perhaps other
items, will also be present.
Details about attending will be shared with parishioners
after the 20 October A.C.W. meeting. (There are currently
limits to how many can be in the hall at one time.)

-7PROPERTY
As many parishioners are aware, St. Brice’s has plans to
install a new exterior sign. The size and dimensions of the
sign have been established. We are looking to get the best
possible price (either with a Toronto company with a local
supplier as a sub-contractor, or a local supplier with the
Toronto company as a sub-contractor). Once we know the
price, then the Advisory Board will decide whether or not
we have the financial resources to proceed at this time. We
hope to have the sign installed by Easter 2022.
This is sort of a property item: The late Runster Othinn had
several plants which are now on Peter and Nancy’s front
porch. These plants want a home for winter, and some
T.L.C. If you would like a plant, or several plants, please
contact the parish office (705-474-4005).
The bench by the front fountain is frequently used by folks
who are passing through, or receiving meals from The
Gathering Place nearby. To help people at the bench to see
(and to help us see them), we are leaving the carriage
lights on, which now have energy-efficient LED bulbs.
Eva Black and Diane McCaskill submitted
a grant application for new smoothtopped stoves with larger capacity ovens,
new pots, and devotional material for the
Teen Lunch Program students. This is
through the “Say Yes! To Kids” initiative.
We will learn in a few weeks whether or
not the application is successful. Thank
you very much for your work on this, Eva
and Diane.
Model may not be
exactly as shown.

-8Some parishioners know that St. Brice’s bought a new LED
projector which turned out to be unsuitable (it has since
been replaced with a better model). Although we have
documentation that the company provides refunds if the
projector is judged to be unsuitable, and we have followed
the refund process to the letter, the company is resisting
providing a refund. The bank and electronics store chain
are now involved. It is very likely that we will receive the
promised refund; it is less certain when we will receive the
refund.
FINANCIAL UPDATE
A pandemic brings all kinds of
surprises. St. Brice’s entered
the summer with a substantial
deficit, and as July and August
tend to be lean months for us,
some of us in leadership were cautious how the summer
would turn out. Somewhat to our surprise (but with
gratitude), our deficit was reduced in the summer months.
It is still a significant deficit. Our deficit sat at $8406.67
at the end of August. That is, we spent $8406.67 more
than we took in. Expenses were $101,786 and overall
income was $93,380.23. Our deficit last year at the end of
August 2020 was $7845. We note, however, that we did not
have regular Sunday worship for most of the first half of
2021.
If anyone wants a copy of St. Brice’s financial statements,
we are happy to share them with anyone, any time. Of
course, the annual records will be published after the
year’s end.
The Envelope Secretary will provide private individual
updates to people who give regularly, within the next
couple of weeks. (Some people are committed to a fixed
offering amount over the year.) Thank you all for your
support.

