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Christian Joke
Q: What time of day was Adam created?
A: Just a little before Eve.

St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT)

p.
p.
p.
p.
p.
p.

3
4
6
9
11
13

-3-

-4-

SERVICES & SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

o that we can love others. Viewing worship
services on-line in the long term tends to feed
consumer culture (“What kind of service would
I enjoy watching this morning – or shall I
simply eat some ice cream?”), rather than
challenging it.
It is time-consuming for the webmaster to download
and to post the recordings.

Service Times
In September, the regular rhythm of services will resume:
10am on the first Sunday of the month, and otherwise
9am (traditional) and 11am (contemporary).
Service Recordings
Since public Sunday worship resumed earlier in the
pandemic, we have been recording Sunday morning
services and posting them on the parish website. However,
we are considering moving to simply recording (and
posting) a few special services each year, rather than every
Sunday. There are 4 reasons for this:
• The number of people who actually view the weekly
Sunday services is very small.
• We don’t have the resources to put on a slick video
production each week.
• This ministry was intended to be an interim measure
when people were unable, or frightened, to gather
together during the COVID-19 pandemic. However,
there are obvious drawbacks in watching a video,
rather than gathering in person to worship together:
o We cannot receive Holy Communion in
isolation – a key means of God’s grace;
o We don’t have the joy of meeting friends in
person and worshipping together; (and, if
there is anyone we find challenging to worship
and to work with -- part of the Christian
life is learning to love those whom we don’t
find so easy to love);
o North American culture tends to be
consumer-driven – that is, what do “I”
want, or what entertains “me” – rather
than seeking the common good; and
sometimes, sacrificing our preferences so

•

For these reasons, we are planning
to drop the Sunday service video
recordings for each Sunday. The
sermons will continue to be
posted, in both print and audio
formats. If you believe there are
good reasons for the regular Sunday
morning recordings to continue,
then please contact the parish office
and let us know. If we don’t hear any objections or reasons,
then we’ll understand that people are content with this
change.
Of course, no one wants shut-downs of public worship
again. However, if this happens in the future, then we will
re-consider providing regular worship video recordings
again.
Parish Historian
Amanda Adams is our parish historian. As part of her
work, she wants to record some oral histories. If you have
some stories to tell, or if you have any items you think it
would be interesting for Amanda to see, please contact her
at 'Amanda Adams' AmandaErin_Adams@hotmail.com; or
contact the parish office at (705) 474-4005.
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How & Why We Worship
The Spiritual Development Committee suggested that the
rector do some teaching this fall about how and why we
worship. For example,
• What do our stained glass windows teach?
• What is the significance if the vestments which
clergy and lay ministers wear?
• Why do our liturgies -- our orders of worship – have
the shape they do?

show others how devout we are, but to cultivate our
common lives of prayer. I haven’t quite figured out how to
do this, but I hope to develop something this fall. -PA

When we were at the overseas conference last month,
Amanda Adams and I attended St. Paul’s Cathedral in
London. I was especially
struck with two things:
First, some people were
clearly simply attending the
Evensong service as curious
tourists, while others were
engaged in worship and
seemed to be familiar with
the liturgy. It made me
wonder, How well do we know why we worship as we
do?
Second, there was a little prayer station near the
main entrance doors of St. Paul’s. People could light
a candle if they wished, as they offered private
prayers. Several people used this space as a place for
focused prayer.
We have a space at the back of the Church building
for people to pray for peace in
Ukraine, or anything else, but I
haven’t seen anyone besides me
ever use it. I would like to
encourage people to use that
prayer space for prayer – not to

Annual Layreaders Conference
The annual diocesan layreaders conference will be held on
October 1. It will be offered both on-line and in-person, at
Emmaus
Anglican
church, near Sault Ste.
Marie. The theme is
“Living the Gospel We
Proclaim.”
These are the directions
to register for the
layreaders conference:
“Please send an email to The Rev. Susan Koyle at
susan.montague2@gmail.com no later than Friday,
September 16. Please indicate your need for a Zoom link
or your intention to attend in person. People attending in
person are asked to contribute $10 to the food expenses
(snacks, tea, coffee, lunch). This can be given to Susan on
the day of the conference. Thanks.”
Community Spaghetti Supper
.
Cost is $15/ adult. The proceeds will be split equally
between property projects at St. Brice’s, and the ministry
at Camp Temiskaming. Donations and offers to help are
sincerely appreciated. Please see the promotional poster for
details – and spread the word!

-7-

-8As well, different parishioners are at different stages in
understanding why these changes are taking place, and
how they reflect the gospel of Jesus Christ. I hope to
provide some explanation and teaching about this, this fall.
-PA
Sponsored Family Moved
Many of us know Fardowsa Muhumed and her family,
whom St. Brice’s sponsored to come to Canada in
December 2019. They have moved to Hamilton, ON, where
there is a larger Somali community, and a greater choice of
ethnic food. Fardowsa has asked me to pass on the
message their gratitude for helping them.

Truth & Reconciliation
There is a lot of awareness about the difficult historical
relationships between indigenous and non-indigenous
Canadians right now, and the role which several Christian
denominations – including the Anglican Church of Canada
-- had in residential schools. There has been a lot done
within the National Church to contribute towards Truth
and
Reconciliation,
although the work is
incomplete. A lot of folks
in the pews probably do
not have a good idea of
what has been done, and
what the future plans
are, in the Anglican
Church of Canada.

Music Concert
Please mark your calendars: There are plans to offer a
music concert with Rory and Dana Force, on Sunday,
October
23,
7pm,
with
refreshments following. This
concert will be free and open to
the community (donations will be
received, to give the Forces an
honourarium). This was an idea
from the Spiritual Development
Committee – an opportunity to
gather for fellowship and music,
after we have been largely
isolated for so long.
Photo Directories
There are still some folks who haven’t yet picked up their
copy of the new parish photo directory from the parish
office. Please arrange to pick up yours, as soon as is
convenient.
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Isn’t it amazing what one can find when tidying up? In
preparation for the upcoming clean-up of the lower parish
office area, we uncovered a collection of display plaques of
the large “east” window at St. Brice’s -- of the resurrected
Lord at the eucharistic meal with Cleopas and his friend.
Apparently, they were originally sold for $7. If you would
like one, we’ll take $7, or whatever you donate!
THE WIDER CHURCH
Thank You, Dinner & Auction
Thank you to all who contributed to, or attended, the
recent dinner and auction. We especially want to thank Jen
Auger and Amanda Adams, who were our representatives
on the Steering Committee. This was an initiative shared
among St. Brice’s, and our sister parishes of Christ Church
and St. John’s. The event was a significant financial
success, with about $6000 being raised for our outreach
ministries among the 3 parishes.
Deanery Officials Visit
About once a year, Deanery officials visit parishes in the
Deanery, mostly for inspection of the properties, and to
ensure good administrative and insurance practices are
being observed. We have reason to believe that St. Brice’s
will receive a very positive assessment. The Deanery visit
has been re-scheduled to September 8, 6:30pm.
Fr. Michael Lapsley Visit
Fr. Michael Lapsley is an Anglican
priest
in
monastic
orders,
originally from New Zealand. While
serving in South Africa, working
for an end to the apartheid regime,
he lost both hands and the sight in
one eye, because of a letter bomb
addressed to him. Fr. Lapsley is
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of memories after trauma. He will be visiting the Deanery
around 15 September, and there are plans to host an
ecumenical service while he is here. Details will be shared
as they are made available.
COVID-19
It is expected that there will be some revision to the current
remaining practices to reduce the spread of COVID, from
the diocesan office, in the next couple of weeks.
National Day of Truth & Reconciliation Event
There will be a diocesan-wide service, on-line, to observe
The National Day of Truth and Reconciliation – among
indigenous and non-indigenous Canadians – on Friday, 30
September, 7pm. This will be hosted by Archbishop Anne
Germond. It will be a combination of a presentation,
discussion, and the prayer service of Compline.
If you wish to “attend” the service, and to get the Zoom link,
please contact the parish office, at (705) 474-4005; or email
'St. Brice's Office' stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca.
Hope Awaits Ministries Fundraiser
Hope Awaits, which offers short-term transitional housing
for single men in North Bay, is
having a cycling fund-raiser on
Saturday, 17 September. If you
would like to join the biking group,
or if you want to sponsor someone,
please contact the parish office
(705-474-4005) or Hope Awaits
Ministries [ contactus@hopeawaitsministries.com ].

-11-

-12New Exterior Sign Installed
We are pleased to share
that the new exterior sign
has just been installed.
This was made possible
financially through the
generous contributions of
some parishioners, and
also a generous grant of
$7850 from the Anglican
Foundation of Canada.
Our new sign can enhance
our communication and
ministries
in
the
neighbourhood.
Thank
you especially to the small
task group – Gary Thoms,
Dennis King, and Tracy
Lewis.

PROPERTY
Basement Clean-up
There are plans to have a clean-up day of some items in
the basement, on Saturday, 10 September, 9am. It
shouldn’t take too long. Thank you, especially to Diane
McCaskill and Fay and Craig Ivany, for initiating this.

Follow-up from Property Damage
As many parishioners are aware,
the main front doors were badly
damaged a couple of months ago,
by someone trying to break in to St.
Brice’s. The man was caught, and
charges have been laid. The Board
has decided to upgrade the doors,
to make it harder in the future to
break in in. We are pleased, and
grateful, to have received another
grant for security upgrades, earlier
this month, for $7500.

-13Soffat Repairs
As people who are in the back yard know, the eavestrough
and soffats (between the top of the wall and the bottom
edge of the roof) on the Church building facing the garden,
and a section of the front of the building on the other side,
have been damaged by critters. A small flock of pigeons has
taken up residence. Rob McDonald has kindly agreed to
arrange for the eavestroughing and soffats to be replaced
as necessary, this fall.
FINANCES
Brief Financial Update

During the pandemic, along with lots of others, St. Brice’s
received financial wage support from the federal
government for the rector, but this program concluded last
October. As is common at this time of the year, we have a
significant deficit. As people contribute, we hope to end the
year “in the black.”
Because of contributions by parishioners, the grant for
security upgrades, and the grant for the new exterior sign
(and because half of the upcoming community supper will
be for property work at St. Brice’s), we are in a relatively
good position to meet all our property needs this year.
Because of the recent tri-parish auction, we also have
resources to meet many of our current outreach needs.
If parishioners are deciding where they want to make their
offerings, we’d appreciate if people would contribute to the
General Fund at this time.

