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“O my people, what have I done to you?” Micah 6: 3

Perhaps you have seen a scene like this – or perhaps you yourself have been the distraught
parent in this scenario, or the sullen boy. Years ago when I was traveling, I came across a
scene: Evidently, a pre-teen boy had decided to go exploring in a strange city, and had
gone off on his own without telling anyone. His mother – or if it wasn’t his mother, his
caregiver – was absolutely frantic with anxiety and worry. No doubt she had imagined the
worst: Perhaps he had been mugged or murdered, and she would never see him again. The
teenaged boy didn’t think there was any problem at all. Rather than apologizing or being
contrite when he finally showed up, he seemed... contemptuous, sullen, and indifferent.
As well as probably being relieved, the older woman was frustrated and angry and hurt.
She was raising her voice, and might not have been choosing her words well. She knew
she wasn’t getting through to the boy, and that was making it worse...

That scene came back to me, as I reflected on the readings for today. For example, the
first reading is from Micah 6. The prophet Micah lived about the same time as Isaiah, and
like many of the other prophets, Micah was furious at the injustices in the world around
him. He knew that the Lord God of Israel wanted true worship, not a fancy show from
people with cold hearts...  Powerfully inspired by God himself, Micah cries out for the
people to restore their relationships with one another and with the Lord God – but like the
sullen pre-teen boy on the city street, it seems that the people of Israel were not moved by
God’s message through Micah. They were not inclined to repent or obey...

I fear that even among Christians in Canada, we want a cozy, comforting God who is on
our side, but we too often fail to consider if we are truly seeking the Lord, and submitting
joyfully to his sovereign will... A short time before his death, the writer C. S. Lewis
penned these prophetic words to his generation: “We want not so much a Father but a
grandfather in heaven, a God who said of anything we happened to like doing, 'What does
it matter so long as they are contented?” 

Do we want God simply to affirm our desires and direction, or do we want to be prepared
to change our lives, to live beautifully for him?...

The last verse of today’s first reading is one of the most famous verses among the minor
prophets: “For what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?...” For some time, a local church quoted part of this
verse, but it’s troubled me that the last part of the verse has been missing. Some time, I
hope to be able to talk with the minister there, for clarification. 



On a banner outside the church building have been these words, “For what does the Lord
require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness?” Absolutely that’s true: We’re
called to seek justice and to be kind as Christians... What’s troubled me is that part of the
verse has been left out: “to walk humbly with your God...” Are we prepared to walk
humbly with our God?...

There might be a good reason why the last part of the verse was omitted, and God knows,
there have been times when I’ve left something out by mistake. But it’s left me with the
nagging concern that whoever prepared the sign wanted people to think about the
“justice” and “kindness” part of the message, but skipped over an uncomfortable part that
we all need to learn to walk humbly with our God...

Earlier generations knew that sometimes we have to submit to something greater, to be
prepared to self-sacrifice our own ambitions and desires for the principles of God’s
kingdom – like justice, mercy, and honest worship. Many of our fathers and grandfathers
chose to serve in World War Two – they knew they might be killed, and some of them
were, but they chose to sign up for duty anyway. Even the most ardent pacifist would
have to agree that there was a choice of self-sacrifice in signing up to fight in a war... In
our culture today, how have so many of us lost our way?...

Our federal government is expanding the criteria for Medical Assistance in Death, to
accommodate people with chronic mental illness. Whatever we might think of MaiD, we
note that its premise is that above all, individual suffering must be relieved, even if the
outcome is death. My plea is that we take time, to see if the cross and the resurrection can
show us a different way...

What about our worship?  Heaven help us all if our worship is simply fancy words and
pretty buildings, but if our hearts remain cold and unmoved. Church artistry and
architecture and the liturgy are not meant to glorify human accomplishments or desires,
but to point us to the living God, revealed in Jesus Christ, to whom we must all one day
give an account...

Do we see the modern temptation? We want to avoid what is hard, and we resist
submitting our hearts and minds and wills and lives before the throne of heaven. But that
is the way, I suggest, is the way to eternal life...

The message of Micah is echoed in the other readings. Let us have a simple faith before
the King of kings. Today’s first Beatitude in the gospel reading is, “Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” In today’s epistle reading, Paul dismisses
human wisdom or dramatic signs for personal devotion. Instead, we read, we are to
preach “Christ crucified...” Nothing fancy. The core of it all is a rough wooden cross, and
the Son of God who hung on it, showing God’s great love for his rebellious creatures, you
and me...



Let’s take the words of Micah to heart. Let’s be prepared to walk humbly with our God,
day by day, and to seek justice and kindness in the world around us. May our worship be
simple, honest, and God-fearing, so as he lives in us, we may live for him, now and for
ever. 

Amen.


