iy SunNDAY OF LENT
" Creating Space For Compassion

Bor by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your
doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, o that no
may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9

E HOUSE OF GOD THERE ARE MANY MANSIONS. THERE 15 A PLACE FOR
Yeryone—a unique, special place. Once we deeply truse that we
ipcelves are precions in God’s eyes, we arc able to recognize the
seiousness of others and their unique places in God's heart. This
kes me think of Helen, one of the handicapped members of our
mmunity. When she came to Daybreak a few years ago, I elt quite
Wtant from her, even a bit afraid. She lived in a little world of her
i, only uttering distracting noises and never making any personal
diaer But as we came to know her better and trusted that she, too,
2 unigue gift to offer, she gradually came out of her izalation,
d to smile ar us and became a great source of joy to the whale
nity.

I now fca.!:iz.e that I had to be in touch with my own goodness to
tover the unique goodness of Helen. As long as my self-doubts
§d fears guided me, [ couldn’t create the space for Helen to reveal
me her beaury.

b Lord, you know how hard it is far me to love certain people. Help
e 10 see how you love them—and teach me how to do i, 100.

: Hmmv FounTH WEEK OF LENT
. Waiting For The
- Hidden God

ki
i Hem, O Lomp, and be gracious to me!l O
! Logp, be my helper! Psalm 30:10

We LOMG FOR INTIMACY WITH Gob, BUT THE INTIMACY WITH (OD I OUR
carthly existence will always remain an intimacy that transcends hu-
man intimacy and is experienced in a faithful waiting on him who
came but is still to come,

Although at exceptional moments we may be overwhelmed by a
deep sense of God's presence in the center of our solitude and in the
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midst of the space we create for others, more often than not we are
left with the painful sense of emptiness and can only experience God
as the absent God.

Lord, may 1learn to praise you at all times—not just when you seem
close to me.

Tusspay, FourTH WEEK OF LENT

Like A Breath Of Fresh Air

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1

PERHAPS THE CHALLENGE OF THE GOSPEL LIES PRECISELY IN THE INVITATION
to accept a gift for which we can give nothing in return. For the gift
is the life breath of God himself, the Spirit who is poured out on us
through Jesus Christ. This life breath frees us from fear and gives us
new room to live. A man who prayerfully goes about his life is con-
stantly ready to receive the breath of God, and to let his life be re-
newed and expanded. The man who never prays, on the contrary, is
like the child with asthma; because he is short of breath, the whole
world shrivels up before him. He creeps in a corner gasping for air,
and is virrually in agony. But the man who prays opens himself to
God and can freely breathe again. He stands upright, stretches out
his hands and comes out of his corner, free to boldly stride through
the world because he can move about without fear.

A man who prays is one who can once more breathe freely, who
has the freedom to move where he wishes with no fears to haunt
him.

Lord, accept my thanks in this moment of prayer—my thanks for
the many times prayer has been a lifeline for me, for the many times
it has been the way you sent your power into my life to bear ne up
when 1 was falling.

WeDNEsDAY, FOURTH WEEK OF LENT

The Joy of God’s Presence

S'mg for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains,
into singing! For the Lorp has comforted his people, and will have
compassion on his suffering ones. Isaiah 49:13
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Money and success do not make us joyful. In fact many wialtzym ?;i
successful people are also anxious, fearful, and otten_ quite 5']1,- o
In contrast, many others who are very poor laugh very easily
W ogreat (oY, )

Dﬁe;ﬂ:rh;}nd lg;ju.:g].'r]cfzgr are the gifts of living in the pmscincrf c;[l E—., 05'1:'1[?[2;15
trusting that tomorrow is not worth worrying abour. It al Wh:; st
me that rich people have much money, while poor pe}?p £ g S
time. And where there is much time life can be cele Eam . i
no ressom to romanticiae pOTerth B vher o s o offe, Lcan
eties of many who have all the goods the w . gies

> words: “How hard it is for the rich to enter the
ﬂcézt;“:f EI“E:E?” Money and success are not the problem; th;n[:zfel;
lem is the absence of free, open time when C_—od cag be en;zd =
in the present and life can be lifted up in its simple beauty and g

ness.

Dear Lord, whenever I begin to get anxious about money or SUCCess,
remind me that your presence is greater than these.

Trurspay, FourRTH WEEK OF LENT

Seeking A Spiritual Atmosphere

her and
H ow can you believe when you accept glory from one another

ho alone is God?
do not seek the glory that comes from the one who a John 5:44

WE CANNOT LIVE A SPIRITUAL LIFE ALONE. THE LIFE OF THE Smn:_i;]z;;;:
seed that needs fertile ground to g:;;:w. "i['hls fEl“EilE; ﬂg:r:m;icu
i i ition, but also a supp ;
ot only a good inner disposition, | SO _
: It isyhar%-] to live a life of prayer in a milieu wh;rcl no o;m prayi Elr'
speaks lovingly abour prayer. It is neatly impossible lm :e%en B
communion with God when those mhth w_humlwg nE ;E Ifis ;
i idi idea that there is a loving . !
eject or even ridicule the 1 , : P
;u]perhuman task to keep setting our hearts on the .kmhgd om w hz:;r 3‘3 i
those whom we know and talk with are setting their hearts on ever)
thing but the kingdom . . . N N _ -
n‘%ﬁ’hen we are serious about living a spuétua] thf:ﬂw: Ig:; - g’hp .
i ili i row and mature. w
e for the milien where it can g e, A
:;?:;ht not be able to create the ideal cuntextlfc_nr afh[f: in thle Spl%té
: ions than we often claim tor ourselves.
we have many more Oprons i il
i ches, art, music, places .
can choose friends, books, churches, )  ard
people to be with fiiat, taken together, offer a milieu that allows t
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mustard seed that God has sown in us to grow Into a strong tree.

Lord, I am grateful that I have a faithful community to worship
with. Help me to serve the church in this spirit of gratitude,

FripAY, FOURTH WEEK OF LENT
The Path to Glory

The Lorp is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in
spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lorp rescues
them from them all. Psalm 34:17-18

JESUS® OWN SUFFERING WAS BROUGHT UPON HIM BY THE FORCES OF DARK-
ness. Still he speaks about his suffering and death as his way to glory.

It is very hard to keep bringing all of our past under the light of
gratitude. There are so many things about which we feel guilt and
shame, so many things we simply wish had never happened. But
each time we have the courage to look at “the all of it” and to look
at it as God looks at it, our guilt becomes a happy guilt and our
shame a happy shame because they have brought us to a deeper
recognition of God's mercy, a stronger conviction of God’s guidance,
and a more radical commitment to a life in God’s service.

Once all of our past is remembered in gratitude, we are free to be
sent into the world to proclaim good news to others. Just as Peter’s
denials didn’t paralyze him but, once forgiven, became a new source
of his faithfulness, so can all our failures and betrayals be trans-
formed into gratitude and enable us to become messengers of hope.

Lord, the one small way I can live this truth is that when | pray

alone, 1 pray deeply for others and draw them into my relationship
with You.

SATURDAY, FOURTH WEEK OF LENT
Presence in Prayer

O let the evil of the wicked come to an end, but establish the
righteous, you who test the minds and hearts, O righteous God.
Psalm 7:9

GOD IS BEYOND, BEYOND OUR HEART AND MIND, BEYOND OUR FEELINGS AND
thoughts, beyond our expectations and desires, and beyond all the
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events and experiences that make up our life.

Still, he is in the center of all of it. Here we touch the heart of
prayer since here it becomes manifest thar in prayer the distinction
between God’s presence and God'’s absence no longer really distin-
guishes. In prayer God’s presence is never separated from his ab-
sence and God’s absence is never separated from his presence. His
presence is so much beyond the human experience of being together
that it quite easily is perceived as absence. His absence, on the other
hand is often so deeply felt that it leads to a new sense of his pres-
ence.

Lord, I believe you are never absent—help my
unbelief!

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Source Of Our Joy

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
sustain in me a willing spirit. Psalm 51:12

JOY DOES NOT COME FROM POSITIVE PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE STATE OF THE
world. It does not depend on the ups and downs of the circumstances
of our lives. Joy is based on the spiritual knowledge that, while the
world in which we live is shrouded in darkness, God has overcome
the world. Jesus says it loudly and clearly: “In the world you will
have troubles, but rejoice, I have overcome the world.”

The surprise is not that, unexpectedly, things turn out better than
expected. No, the real surprise is that God’s light is more real than
all the darkness, that God’s truth is more powerful than all human
lies, that God’s love is stronger than death.

Lord, help me to see that I don’t have to overconte the troubles of
the world by myself. Help me trust in what Jesus bas already done.

Monpay, FiFtd WEEK OF LENT

Deep Words Of Deep Trust

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Psalm 23:5

FOR A LONG TIME, I PRAYED THE WORDS, “THE LORD 1S MY SHEPHERD;
there is nothing I shall want, Fresh and green are the pastures where
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he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me to revive my
drooping spirit.” 1 prayed these words in the morning lfur half an
hour sitting quietly on my chair trying only to keep my mind focused
on what I was saying. [ prayed them during the many moments of
the day when I was going here or there, and I even prayed them
during my routine activities . . .

It is good to know that millions of people have prayed these
same words over the centuries and found comfort and consolation
in them. I am not alone when I pray these words. [ am surrounded
by countless women and men, those who are close by and those who
are far away, those who are presently living and those who have died
recently or long ago, and I know that long after I l:tave left this v_mrid
these same words will continue to be prayed until the end ojf time.

The deeper these words enter into the center of my being, the
more T become part of God’s people and the better I understand
what it means to be in the world without being of it.

Lord, thank you for the faithful witness of believers of all ages.

Tuespay, Frrre WEEK OF LENT

Prayer Means Offering All To God

Hear my prayer, O Lorp; let my cry come to you. Psalm 102:1

To PRAY DOES NOT MEAN TO THINK ABOUT GOD IN CONTRAST TO THINKING
about other things, to spend time with God instead of spending time
with other people. Rather it means to think and live in the presence
of God. As soon as we begin to divide our thoughts into thoughts
about God and thoughts about people and events, we remove God
from our daily life and put him in a pious little niche where we can
think pious thoughts and experience pious feelings.

Prayer can only become unceasing prayer when allour thoughts—
beautiful or ugly, high or low, proud or shameful, surr_owful or joy-
ful—can be thought in the presence of God. The main guestion 15
not so much what we think, but to whom we present our thoughts.

Lord, help me to dwell in your presence mlria}r and in moments of
prayer, give thanks for the faith You have given me.




WEDNESDAY, FIFTH WEEK OF LENT
Recognizing Prayer As Essential

1f our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of

blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us.
Daniel 3:17

THE CRUCIAL QUESTION 1S WHETHER YOU SHOULD PRAY ALWAYS AND WHETHER
your prayer is necessary. In one’s spiritual life, the stakes are all or
nothing! If someonc says that it’s good to turn to God in prayer for
a spare minute, or if he grants that a person with a problem does
well to take refuge in prayer, he has as much as admitted that pray-
ing is on the margin of life and that it doesn’t really matter.
Whenever you feel that a little prayer can’t do any harm, you
will find that it can’t do much good either. Prayer is prayer only
when we can say that without it, a man or woman could not live.

Today, 1 will examine my conscience 1o see where prayer ranks in
my life, and I will pray for the grace to make it more important—
perbaps the most important thing in my life.

THURSDAY, Firrti WEEK OF LENT

Prayer Is Childlike, Not Childish

Seek the Lorp and his strength; seek his presence continually.
Psalm 105:4

THE PRAYER OF LITTLE FAITH IS WHERE YOU HOLD FAST TO THE CONCRETE OF
the present situation in order to win a certain security. In prayer of
little faith, you aim at getting what you ask for, any way you can,
instead of being directed toward the person who might or might not
be able to make that wish come true.

The man or woman of little faith prays like a child who wants a
present from Santa Claus, but who becomes frightened and runs
away as soon as he gets his hands on the package. He would rather
have nothing more to do with the old bearded gentleman. All the
attention is on the gift and none on the one who gives it. It’s as
though you were putting on blinders and your spiritual life is re-
duced to a beeline toward what you want.

Lord, most of my life prayer bas meant begging for gifts I want.
Teach me to focus on you, the giver of gifts.
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Frapay, FiFTe WEEK OF LENT
Praying With Hope

Sing to the LorD; praise the Lorp! For he has delivered the life of the
needy from the hands of evildoers. Jeremiah 20:13

THE CHILDREN OF GOD NEED TO SUPPORT, PROTECT, AND HOLD ONE
another to God’s heart. You belong to a minority in a large, hostile
world. As you become more aware of your true identity as a child of
GlnoduJ vou will also see more clearly the many forces that try to con-
vince you that all things spiritual are false substitutes for the real
things of life.

When you are temporarily pulled out of your true self, you can
have _thf: _sudden feeling that God is just a word, prayer is a fantasy,
sanctity is a dream, and eternal life is an escape from true living.
Jesus was tempted in this way, and so are we.

Do not trust your thoughts and feelings when you are pulled out
of yourself. Return quickly to your true place, and pay no attention
to what tricked you. Gradually yvou will come to be more prepared
for these temptations, and they will have less and less power over
you. Protect your innocence by holding on to the truth: you are a

child of God and deeply loved.

Lnrd_, may I rf;ank you for the mamny ways your Spirit bas enriched
wmy life, especxgﬂy in guiding my life of prayer, placing within my
beart ;he confidence that you have heard every prayer I have ever
uttered.

SaTurpay, Fiere WEsk oF LEnT
Praying With Open Hands

My dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Ezekiel 37:27 '

ABOVE ALL, PRAYING MEANS TO BE ACCEFTING TOWARD GOD WHO IS ALWAYS
new, always different. For God is a deeply moved God whose heart
is greater than mine. The open acceptance of prayer in the face of an
ever-new God makes me free. In prayer, I am constantly on the way,
on pilgrimage. On my way, | meet more and more people who show
me something about him whom [ seek. I'll never know if I've reached
him. Bur I do know that he will always be new and there is no reason
for fear.
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Lord, I believe that in every prayer you are calling me to a new life.
Take away mry fears so I can respond to your call in service to others.

Passion Sunpay/Paim SUNDAY
God’s Glory Revealed

L ¢t the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

Philippians 2:5-7

PRECISELY WHEN JESUS IS BEING HANDED OVER INTO HIS PASSION, HE MANI-
fests his glory. “Whom do you seck? . .. T am he” are words that
echo all the way back to Moses and the burning bush: “1 am who I
am. ] am the one” (see Exodus 3:1-6, 14). These words are the glory
of God manifesting itself, and those present fell flat on the ground.
Then Jesus was handed over. Bur already in the handing over we see
the glory of God handing himself over to us. God’s glory revealed in
Jesus embraces passion as well as resurrection.

“The Son of Man,” Jesus says, “must be lifted up as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have
eternal life in him” (John 3:14-15). He is lifted up as a passive vic-
tim, making the cross a sign of desolation. And he is lifted up in
glory, so the cross becomes at the same time a sign of hope. Suddenly
we realize that the glory of God, the divinity of God, is bursting
through in Jesus® passion precisely when he is most victimized.

Lord Jesus, help us to share your view of the world, especially when
we suffer injustice.

Monnpay oF Hory WEEK

Offering Ourselves—Sins And All

I am the Lorp, 1 have called you in righteousness, | have taken you
by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations . . . Isaiah 42:6

TWHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE, WHAT WE MUST LEARN ABOVE ALL 15 TO OFFER

ourselves—imperfections and all—to God. If we keep waiting until

we are “worthy” of God, we will move farther rather than closer to
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