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Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you are having a wonderful and refreshing summer. I chose the Bible verses above 
because I want to “encourage” you, that we can have more “love and good deeds,” and I 
want to encourage us to “meet together” on Sunday mornings, 10am. I also want to share 

the following updates… 
 

 
Worship 

 

Sunday services throughout August and on September 
5 start at 10am. We need to wear masks and to keep 

safe distances from one another. We will be keeping 
records of who attends (in the unlikely event we need to 
reach you afterwards). At this time, we won’t be sharing 

from the common cup. 
 
Nonetheless, the worship will be familiar. We don’t have 

to register in advance to attend. Our liturgies are 
celebrations of the Holy Eucharist. The organ will be used 

this coming Sunday for instrumental music. We will be 
having refreshments afterwards, likely outside. (Come see the new canopy which a 
parishioner has kindly donated!) 

 
Speaking of the organ, the organ tuner was not travelling during the pandemic and is 

backed up with jobs, but plans to visit us, in October 2021. 
 

“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.”  -Hebrews 10: 24-25 



I am planning to offer a teaching series on Sunday mornings, beginning in mid-September, 
called “Life Shared.” It is gentle but challenging material to help us share Christ’s love in 

the world around us. 
 

 
 
 

Property 
 
Parishioners will likely be interested to view the property enhancements which took place 

while I was on holiday last month – the front yard and the back garden have been 
refreshed. They look gorgeous! As well, benches and various trim décor have been painted 

and stained. Thank you to all the volunteers. 
 
Some of us are aware there was a 

recent break-in on the property. As 
break-ins go, this was a 

comparatively minor event. Nothing 
appears to be stolen; there was a 
minor mess in one of the 

washrooms. Nonetheless, the Board 
is taking some steps to make our 
security more robust. 

 
It was a large achievement this 

summer to have the parish hall, 
and an adjoining roof area, re-
roofed. Most parishioners are aware 

that we decided last February that 
any excess of funds raised would be 
shared equally between missions 

and the property.  
 

Thanks in large part to a generous donation from the Anglican Foundation, we had an 
excess of $8608.89. $1000 of these mission funds have already been sent for COVID-19 
relief in the Diocese of Moosonee, and in support of the Anglican Foundation’s “Say Yes! To 

Kids” campaign. 
 

Some parishioners will recall that we decided at the Vestry in 2016 to get a new exterior 
sign – to help promote our ministries, and to help invite people to join us. This year, it looks 
as if this goal is within reach, or very nearly within reach. We have collected almost $7000 

for this project. 
 
Board members have decided to make a few changes to the original sign plans. Most 

significantly, we expect that instead of vinyl letters (which are inserted one at a time to 
make a message), the new sign will use “LED” technology, which means we can use 

computer graphics on the sign, and can use all colours. (Another benefit is that we can 
change the sign message from the warmth of the office when it is -20 degrees outside!) 
 

A small task group has been struck, to address issues like these:  
+the exact size of the sign 



+some construction materials, and to decide whether or not we install some items 
ourselves 

+details about the cost and design. 
 

We hope to have these questions answered, and to be able to make an informed decision 
whether or not to proceed this autumn, in the next few weeks. 
 

 
 
 

Cleaning: The cleaner is paid through a combination of 
a payment from the parish budget, and individual 

donations. In 2020-2021, due to the pandemic, the 
cleaning schedule has been changed. The Teen Lunch 
Program meals have not been taking place on the 

property, so instead of weekly cleaning every Friday in 
the wintertime, the cleaning is bi-weekly throughout the 

year, and now includes all the hall bathrooms as well as 
the hall and kitchen.  
 

The top of the donations chest has been damaged and is being repaired. Once the chest is 
returned, it will be placed by the offertory bag. (Offertory donations on Sunday morning are 
now placed in the back of the Church building, rather than passed around during the 

service.) We encourage people to donate for cleaning work, as we are able. 
 

Speaking of cleaning, a metal garbage can is being donated, to be secured for use in the 
front of the Church building. If you see litter at St. Brice’s, please don’t ignore it. Please put 
it in the garbage and then wash your hands. A clean property sets the tone for those who 

visit us! 
 
 

 
Office News 

 
 
Another change which has taken place this summer is that the 

outer office has been changed – there’s a small meeting/resting 
space near the door, and the administrative area has been 

reorganized. I think it looks really good. Come see! 
 
Some of us have ordered cards with a picture of the “east” 

Emmaus stained glass window. David Lewis has been working 
hard on this project, and I think the outcome is superb. Due to 
supply issues, some people’s cards will be fractionally larger 

than others – but they’ll all be good! Some card packages will be 
available for pick-up, this coming Sunday. 

 
 
 

 
 



Financial Update 
 

I want to include our regular financial update. We were in 
the “black” financially for July 2021 -- which is unusual for a 

summer month. This is largely because of generous 
donations in memory of recently departed parishioners. 
Although our physical gatherings been quite unstable for the 

first half of this year, almost all of the parish expenses 
continue. We gratefully receive whatever support people can 

provide. Money is one of the tools which helps make ministry and outreach happen. I can 

see firsthand that our support makes the difference. 
 

Income Over Expenses, July 2021: Approximately $800. 
Overall Deficit (expenses greater than income), 1 January-31 July 2021: $11 149.66.  

Compassionate Committee for the Homeless 

 
St. Brice’s is a member of the “Compassionate Care Committee,” an ecumenical committee 

which seeks to relieve homelessness in North Bay. Below is their most recent update. 
 
The Good Samaritan Corner: The Compassionate Committee for the 

Homeless in North Bay recognize that the homeless have urgent 
needs.   
 

North Bay Indigenous Centre-Navigators Program is located at 900 
Cassells St., 705-472-2811. They welcome donations of: 

• granola bars 

• juice boxes 

• easy items that do not require cooking. 
 

Education and Awareness 
Did you know that the Salvation Army is working with Safe Beds?  
According to the North Bay Regional Health Centre web site, “A 
number of safe beds are available where a person can receive crisis 

support, respite and stabilization in a non-medical setting. Short-term crisis case 

management, consultations and referrals are also available. The program is available 
twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week for individuals (aged 16 and over) with a 

mental health or addiction.”    
 
The Safe Beds are located at 120 King Street West, Unit A, North Bay.  For more 

information, call the North Bay Regional Health Centre at 705-474-8600. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Personal Update 
 

 
 

 
Lastly, most parishioners know that I was on holidays 
with my wife during most of the month of July. Thank you 

to the layreaders, and to the Reverends Marie Loewen and 
Derek Neal, for providing pastoral, liturgical and 
sacramental care while I was away. 

 
What were my wife Nancy and I doing? We travelled to 

Nova Scotia, where we have a small home. I saw family  
(including my new grand-nephew) and friends. We 
gyproc’d the walls and ceiling of the addition, installed a 

south-facing window and new sub-flooring, insulated 
under the floor, repaired a shed door and replaced a door 

sill. We had an electrician install a heat pump, and 3 
small auxiliary heat units. (Let me brag just a little bit – I 
think my wife Nancy is an awesome “mudder” – preparing 

the wall and ceiling joints for painting.) 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

May God bless and keep us all. Warmly, in Jesus Christ, 
 
 

 

 
 

Peter Armstrong 
 

New south-facing window on right 

Exterior of new heat pump 


