I Samuel 2: 18-20, 26

Psalm 148 Sunday After Christmas 2021

Colossians 3: 12-17

Luke 2: 41-52

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and people.”
St. Luke 2: 52

Without knowing it, many of us know hymns were penned by the Rev. John Wesley or his
brother Charles. They include such Christmas favourites as, “Come, Thou Long-expected
Jesus,” “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!” and “Glory Be To God On High.” John Wesley
himself had an interesting spiritual autobiography: Born into a clergy family, he was
ordained himself and had an unhappy time ministering in what is now the eastern United
States, before returning to England... One evening in May 1738, John happened to sit in
on a Moravian church-meeting in London. God got hold of John in a new way, and John
and his brother Charles ended up having a remarkable ministry in the Methodist
movement — a spiritual ancestor of what is now the United Church of Canada and other
Methodists around the world... Looking back at that evening in 1738, John wrote that his
heart was “strangely warmed” that night...

There are some Christians like John, who can distinctly remember a sudden turning-point
—a movement of the will to Christian commitment, or a profound re-dedication to the
service of Jesus Christ... Many folks will point to St. Paul the Apostle himself, who was
hostile to Christians and was trying to put them to death, until the risen Jesus himself
suddenly appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus... So Paul was changed into a loyal
disciple, with a huge impact on the first-century Church...

There are many other Christian figures we can point to, such as Francis of Assisi visiting
Rome, or Martin Luther reading the Preface of Paul’s Letter to the Romans... There can
be key turning-points in people’s lives, as they are followers of Jesus Christ...

Not all of us can point to a single moment of spiritual transformation!... For some of us,
our conversion to Christ is more of a process — of consideration, questions and reflection;
or encounter with the Christian community... What matters most is that we know to whom
we belong, whether the process was gradual or sudden. As the late priest and evangelist
John Stott once wrote, “It is not when, but whether...”

Even for people who have a sudden moment of spiritual transformation, there has been a
process of God the Holy Spirit calling them beforehand, and God continues to work in
people’s lives after significant moments, drawing them to himself... For example, it is
very clear that Paul the Apostle was finally converted on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).
But we know that Paul was shaped significantly by his Jewish heritage, building up to his
conversion (Paul writes about his background in Philippians 3 and elsewhere).



We know that Paul was an observer during the stoning of Stephen, the first recorded
Christian martyr. Surely, Stephen’s steadfast devotion to the risen Jesus would have
impacted St. Paul...

Although that crucial turning-point for John Wesley was in May 1738, John recognized
the profound spiritual influence of his mother (who was no shrinking violet), and his
experiences growing up and in America, all which took place before 1738...

One of the pictures which the Lord Jesus himself used to speak about this new beginning
was to be “born again” (John 3: 3)... But let’s consider the comparison of human birth.
Life doesn’t begin at birth; it begins at conception... There is life before birth, and of
course there is continued development and growth after birth... Even birth — like the birth
of Jesus — is a step in the process: It is a very important step, of course, but is one step
along the way of life...

In today’s gospel reading, Luke takes us on the journey of Jesus’s childhood. There is that
terrifying time for the Blessed Virgin Mary and for Joseph, when they lose Jesus for 3
days when he was 12 years old. Apart from that, although there are ancient stories or
legends (some of them of dubious value), we actually don’t know a whole lot about what
Jesus’ life was like, growing up...

There is, however, a significant throw-away line at the end of Luke 2: “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favour with God and people...” Clearly there
was a process as Jesus Christ himself grew up — not only physically and emotionally as a
young man, but a growing sense of his divine mission... The Lord Jesus’ baptism by John
the Baptist in the Jordan River was clearly a profound turning-point, and Christ’s public
ministry began after that, leading up to the cross. Yet we can see the Lord Jesus clearly
had a period of spiritual formation and development as he was growing up...

Perhaps that is an encouragement to us: God is not done with us yet!... We ought not to be
content with staying as we are... Rather, empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit of
Jesus Christ, let us become more loving, more peaceful, more holy... As we are reminded
in today’s second reading:

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony (Colossians 3: 12-14).

May you all have a blessed and holy Christmas season. As we cherish the wonder of the
Christ-child, may we choose to grow more and more into him, who is our Life and our
End. Amen.



