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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus.”  Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT) 
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Worship 

 

When will congregational singing be allowed again? 
Congregational singing, and coffee hour after Church, will 
be allowed, once the COVID-19 case counts drop below 

80/ 100 000 in this health district. To look up the 
standard which the Diocese of Algoma allows, please go 

to: Ontario COVID-19 Data Tool | Public Health Ontario  
Please choose the section of the map of Ontario for North 
Bay. 

 
What services will we be holding 
in Lent? 
Of course, we will be holding our 
regular Sunday morning 

services (9am traditional; 11am 
contemporary; except the first 
Sunday of the month, 10am). 

Some people are understandably 
cautious about gathering 

together during a pandemic. 
However, we want to encourage one another to come 
together (Hebrews 10: 25). I’m very confident we are being 

reasonably safe: Our standards for meeting together 
exceed the local public health requirements. 

 
What about Ash Wednesday? 
This coming Wednesday (Ash Wednesday) 

marks the beginning of the season of Lent. 
There will be two services on Ash Wednesday,  
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at 10am and 7pm.  

We are not planning to have mid-week services of the 
Holy Eucharist during Lent this year. We are encouraging 

parishioners to read N.T. Wright’s Lent for Everyone (Year 
C).  
The regular services of Evening Prayer at 5:15pm 

continue in Lent. 
The next monthly “Prayer and Praise” service will be held 

on Wednesday, 9 March, 7pm. 
 

 
 

What are the plans for Holy Week? 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion on Maundy 

Thursday evening at 7pm. 
 
For those who participate in the ecumenical service on 

Good Friday, the current plans are to host a gathering in 
3 large church buildings, beginning at 9:30am. Tickets 
will be needed to join this event, which will be available 

from the parish office (705-474-4005). More details will 
follow as the event draws nearer. 

There will also be a simple reflective service at St. Brice’s, 
Good Friday at 2pm. 
 

Plans are underway for an Easter Vigil service on Holy 
Saturday in the evening, among the Anglican parishes in 

the city. Details will be announced later. 
 

Dear Friends, There has been lots of activity at St. 
Brice’s. Lent is beginning this coming Wednesday. 

Following are some points to share. Blessings, Peter 
Armstrong 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool?tab=maps
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Of course, there will be celebrations of the Holy Eucharist 

on Easter Sunday morning at 9am and 11am. 
 

Prayer Focuses 
 
Many of us have been deeply troubled by Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine, which began a few days ago. As we 
did a few weeks ago with the blockades (which led to a 
declaration of a national emergency), we are planning a 

gathering for prayer, on 
Sunday, 27 February, 

starting about 12:15pm 
– shortly after the 
conclusion of the 11am 

service. After a brief 
introduction, participants 

are invited to pray 
silently or out loud (one 

pray-er at a time). 

 
Many of us are familiar with the World Day of Prayer, 
which is customarily held on the first Friday in March. 

This year the local committee decided not to meet in 
person, but the service can be viewed on-line: 

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/ . The theme is from Jeremiah 
27: 11: “‘I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the 
Lord.” 

 
The two traditional days of 
fasting in the Anglican 

tradition are Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. 

The point of fasting is not to 
make us miserable, but to help 
us lean closer to the Lord. (If 

you’re trying to fast and are just thinking about food, why 
not try another activity like reading the Bible or some  

-6- 
devotional material?) 

 
Justin Welby, the current Archbishop of Canterbury, has 

asked Anglicans worldwide to pray particularly for the 
nation of Ukraine on Ash Wednesday 2022. Following is a 
prayer, composed jointly by the Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York (England): 
 

 

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
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The Alpha Course, which is currently being 
offered at St. Brice’s, will be holding its 

retreat, this coming Friday night-Saturday. 
Your prayers are deeply appreciated. 

 

Devotions in Lent 
 
What are the opportunities for devotion are available to us 

in Lent 2022? 
Of course, there are devotional resources from around the 

world. Here are a few resources particularly for St. 
Brice’s: 
 

Our Daily Bread: The next batch (March-May 2022) of 
these small daily devotional booklets is available for 

distribution at St. Brice’s. 
 

Lent for Everyone (Year C): Some 

parishioners have ordered printed 
copies; others have downloaded on-

line copies of this book by N. T. 
Wright. The intention is to read 
through the Gospel according to St. 

Luke, and a few psalm selections, 
throughout Lent. We are encouraged 

to read two or three pages of Wright’s 
book each day. 
 

The lectionary (orderly system of 
reading through the Bible) we use, is called the Revised 
Common Lectionary. Each Sunday, we read through 

Matthew, Mark and Luke in a three year cycle. We’re 
currently reading Luke (Year C). The Gospel according to 

St. John is typically read during Lent, and some other 
Sundays as well. 
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 Sunday Evening Discussion Group 
If you would like to participate in a small group discuss-

ion about the Lent for Everyone readings, the Rev. Marie 
Loewen is hosting an on-line discussion group, from 6:30-
7pm on Sunday evenings, beginning 6 March. Here is the 

link to participate: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7054974699 

Meeting ID: 705 497 4699 
  
 Thursday Evening Discussion Group 
The rector and Wendy Richard will be co-hosting another 
on-line discussion group, Thursday evenings in Lent form 
6:30-7pm, beginning March 10 and concluding 7 April. 

Here is the link to participate: 
Topic: Lent for Everyone, Thursday discussion group 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81820244047?pwd=M2p6Rj
E3b0lxdEtkUVdSVjc5UmJsUT09  
Meeting ID: 818 2024 4047 

Passcode: 942440 
 

If you use an electronic calendar to keep track of your 
commitments, please download and import the following 
iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system for the 

Thursday evening discussion group: Weekly, 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUldemqqj8qHtPOM
LDY0cvCUoJzee_xBzit/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGppjkqGNCR

sB2ARpwcGojoc-rwiClfgrdtszLJJxkDYRXVA-1oKLd6L8Dy  
 

Wilderness Way: A set of devotions prepared by the Very 
Rev. Dr. Donald P. Richmond: “Wilderness Way: 
Meditations on the Ascended Life” will be posted on the 

parish website. This devotional material was made 
available, with permission, through Anglican Renewal 

Ministries. 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7054974699
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81820244047?pwd=M2p6RjE3b0lxdEtkUVdSVjc5UmJsUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81820244047?pwd=M2p6RjE3b0lxdEtkUVdSVjc5UmJsUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUldemqqj8qHtPOMLDY0cvCUoJzee_xBzit/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGppjkqGNCRsB2ARpwcGojoc-rwiClfgrdtszLJJxkDYRXVA-1oKLd6L8Dy
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUldemqqj8qHtPOMLDY0cvCUoJzee_xBzit/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGppjkqGNCRsB2ARpwcGojoc-rwiClfgrdtszLJJxkDYRXVA-1oKLd6L8Dy
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUldemqqj8qHtPOMLDY0cvCUoJzee_xBzit/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGppjkqGNCRsB2ARpwcGojoc-rwiClfgrdtszLJJxkDYRXVA-1oKLd6L8Dy
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Morning Musings by Marie: Our Honourary Assistant, the 
Ven. Marie Loewen, will be offering reflections through 

Lent, on her Facebook page. They will be called “Morning 
Musings by Marie;” at least some of them will be available 
on the parish website. For more information, please write  

revmarie1952@icloud.com . 
 

Book Study: Archbishop Anne Germond is hosting a study 
on Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 2014 book, In God’s 

Hands. She writes, 
 
I will be leading a Lenten book 

study on Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu’s book, “In God’s Hands” on 

Wednesday evenings at 7pm, 
beginning on March 9th. In God’s 
Hands was written in 2014 and 

used as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent Book in 2015. 

This book is a meditation on the 
infinite love of God and the infinite 
value of the human individual. 

Throughout his often-turbulent 
life, Archbishop Tutu fought for 

justice and against oppression 
and prejudice. What kept him going was his 
unshakeable belief that we are all created in God’s 

image and are infinitely valuable – “God-carriers” to 
use the ‘Arch’s’ own words.  

 
Related to this, there is a “Lunch and Learn” event on 1 
March (this coming Tuesday), at noon. Archbishop Anne 

writes, 
 

By way of introduction to the life and teachings of 
Archbishop Tutu, I have invited one of his colleagues  
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and former Bishop of Johannesburg Brian Germond 
to join us for a Lunch and Learn on Tuesday March 

1st at noon our time. Bishop Germond was one of the 
Archbishop’s priests in the 1980s and travelled 
overseas with him during the darkest days of the 

apartheid regime. Everyone is welcome to this online 
gathering, even if you are unable to join the 
Wednesday evening book study. 

 
The link to this event is available by contacting the parish 

office (705-474-4005). Interestingly, Bishop Brian 
Germond is Archbishop Anne Germond’s brother-in-law. 
 

Stations of the Cross: On Friday afternoons at 3pm 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz will be leading weekly ‘Stations of 

the Cross’ using a different form each week (March 4-April 
8).  
 

 
Grants 

 

St. Brice’s received two grants this past year – one to help 
pay for the parish hall roof, another to replace the hall 

stoves and to provide devotional material for the Teen 
Lunch Program. 
 

It’s unusual for this to come up again, but we have 
applied for 2 more grants in the past few days. The first is 
through the provincial government, and is to enhance 

security on our property. Valued at $7500, we will learn  

To participate in any of these 3 events – the book study on Desmond 

Tutu’s book, the on-line Stations of the Cross, and the 1 March 

“Lunch and Learn” -- please contact the parish office (705-474-

4005) to receive the Zoom link. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:revmarie1952@icloud.com
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around the middle of March whether or not we will benefit 
from this grant. If we do, we will have to act wisely and 

very quickly, as the upgrades need to be paid for by a 
deadline of 31 March. 

 

Second, we were encouraged 
to apply to the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada 

again, to support our 
proposal to install a new 

exterior sign. This will be 
considered first during the 

diocesan executive committee meeting in mid-March, and 

then will hopefully be forwarded for consideration by the 
Board of the Anglican Foundation of Canada when they 

meet in May. Under the terms of this grant, we have 
applied for approximately $7800. 
 

Follow-up From the Vestry Meeting 
 
We were invited to consider whether or not to raise our 

deductible for some insurance claims, from $5000 to $10 
000, for a modest decrease in our annual premiums. After 

some thoughtful discussion, the Advisory Board agreed to 
leave our deductibles at their current level. 
 

After some investigation, Rob McDonald told the Board 
that there is a trap – a one-way valve – in the basement 
bathroom off the Reading Room, to prevent a sewage 

back-up. Due of the construction of the parish hall, we 
cannot establish if the basement bathrooms near Cassell 

St. have similar traps or not. 
 
There was also some discussion during the Advisory 

Board meeting about whether or not to hold an on-line 
auction to raise funds for the proposed exterior sign.  
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There are 3 considerations: Co-
ordinating the running of the auction 

requires someone with significant 
computer skills; if the A.C.W. wants 
to have an on-line auction for 

missions, the Board doesn’t have to 
have a similar auction about the 
same time; we would like to see 

whether or not the grant proposal for the sign is accepted 
or not.  While we are open to undertaking an on-line 

auction in the future, we are not making plans to offer 
one at this time. 
 

The Advisory Board members heartily agree with the 
proposal to keep in touch with all parishioners during the 

current pandemic. Several parishioners are already doing 
this. We want to be sure that no one is being left out by 

accident. If you would like to 

be part of the “calling team,” 
and have not volunteered to 
make calls already, please 

leave a message at the parish 
office (705-474-4005). 

 
Parish Life 

 

We hope to have an initial proof of the newest parish 
photo directory within a few weeks. The printed copies 
would be available for distribution a short time after that. 

 
We appreciate all those who have shown they have 

current Vulnerable Sector Checks, for those offering 
ministries for which a V.S.C. is required. If you have not 
yet shown a current V.S.C., but need to, please leave a 

message at the parish office (705-474-4005), telling us 
when you expect to receive this document. 
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The 2 old kitchen stoves are in the parish hall. If you 
would like one, please contact the parish office right away 

(705-474-4005), before they are disposed of. 
 

 

Social Outreach: MAiD 
 

There is a three-part 

webinar being offered on 
the subject of “Medical 

Assistance in Dying,” 
hosted by the Deveber 
Institute. This will be 

offered on March 1, 10 
and 16. 

For more information, please see the poster on the 
following page. 
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Help Wanted: Assistant Winter Groundskeepers! 

 

As most of you know, we rely on volunteer 'lawn mowers' 

for the church property (that's the people, not the 

machine!) in the spring and summer. But we also need 

Snow Removal Agents in the winter/spring to help keep 

our walkways clear and safe. If you are interested or 

want to know more about this practical ministry, please 

contact Bill Burton at 249-358-7700 or 

rivazburton46@bell.net. 
 

mailto:rivazburton46@bell.net
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Social Outreach: Human Trafficking 
 

 
Human trafficking involves the recruitment, transportation, 
harbouring and/ or exercising control, direction or influence 
over the movements of a person in order to exploit that 
person, typically through sexual exploitation or forced labour. 
It is often described as modern day slavery. 
 
Victims suffer physical and/ or emotional abuse, and often live 
and work in dreadful conditions. They may also face fatal 
consequences if they attempt to escape. This crime represents 
a consistent and pervasive assault on the fundamental human 
rights of its victims. Human trafficking has increased during 
the pandemic. It can happen to anyone, anywhere. 
 
Human trafficking is often confused with human smuggling.  
Human smuggling involves the provision of a service—
typically, transportation or fraudulent documents—to an 
individual who voluntarily seeks to gain illegal entry into a 
foreign country. 
 
Organized criminal networks, as well as individuals, perpetrate 
the crime of human trafficking, operating within Canada's 
borders and internationally. Traffickers reap large profits while  
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robbing victims of their freedom, dignity and human potential 
at great cost to the individual and society at large. Traffickers 
control their victims in various ways, such as taking away their 
identity documents and passports, sexual abuse, threats, 
intimidation, physical violence, and isolation. 
 
Human trafficking is often characterized as a "low risk/ high 
reward activity" because this crime is clandestine. It is 
therefore difficult to detect and investigate. This contributes to 
the relatively low prosecution rates. Victims can be exploited 
over and over for the financial or material benefit of the 
traffickers making this crime 
lucrative. The United Nations 
has estimated that this illegal 
activity generates 
approximately $32 billion (US) 
annually for its perpetrators. 
 
This past Tuesday marked 
Canada’s second annual National Human Trafficking Awareness 
Day.  Please do not hesitate to report any suspected case to 
Crime Stoppers (you can do this anonymously) or to your local 
police.  If you or someone you know needs help, please contact 
the national human trafficking hotline, 1-833-900-1010. 
 
For more information on Canadian efforts to combat human 
trafficking, please see: 
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/2019-ntnl-
strtgy-hmnn-trffc/index-en.aspx  
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/tp/what-quoi.html  

https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/2019-ntnl-strtgy-hmnn-trffc/index-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/2019-ntnl-strtgy-hmnn-trffc/index-en.aspx
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/tp/what-quoi.html

