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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus.”  Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT) 
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HEALTH REGULATIONS & WORSHIP 
 
When will congregational singing, coffee hour, and sharing 
the chalice be allowed again? 
 

The Ven. Dr. Jay Koyle, who has 
been responsible for co-ordinating 
health practices in the diocese 

during the pandemic, sent a 
message to parish clergy yesterday. 

(The message has been edited, to be 
more brief.)  
 

Greetings!  

I have been fielding many emails… 

On the advice of our epidemiological consultant, we have 

been… taking a few weeks to see what may result after the 

recent changes in the government's requirements… 

Second, we note how recent case numbers in the north have 

remained high… 

I… note that a new sub-variant of COVID-19 Omicron is 

increasing case numbers in Western Europe, which is 

becoming a concern in North America… 

At the same time, we do think it is important to lighten the 

load on people and begin significant movement into some 

semblance of normalcy… [W]e want to open up much more, 

but not do so too far ahead of Easter, or so rapidly that we 

find ourselves needing to pull back in any way. 

Our plan at present is to issue renewed protocols next week 

that would come into effect no later than the weekend of 

Palm/Passion Sunday. While I can offer no guarantees, at 

this point my hunch is that physical distancing and mask-

wearing will remain in place much as they are found in our 

present protocols, while allowing for higher capacity, 

congregational singing, and coffee hour after church without 
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requiring proof of vaccination. We plan to allow for the 

restoration of the common cup before too long as well… 

Incumbents, please share this message with leaders in your 

parish for whom it may be directly relevant for the exercise 

of their ministry. 

Thank you for your ongoing cooperation as we care for our 

people during this time of pandemic. 

  Lenten blessings, Jay 

 

If you want to see the standard which the diocesan office 
uses to make decisions, please go to: Ontario COVID-19 

Data Tool | Public Health Ontario  
 

HOLY WEEK 

 
 
What are the plans for Holy Week? 

 
As many of us are aware, Holy Week is the week leading up 
to Easter Day. There will be several special services: 

• On Palm Sunday, we plan to have the distribution 
of palm crosses and a procession. 

• “Tenebrae” means “darkness” or “shadows.” It is a 
quiet, reflective prayer service, and has not been 

offered at St. Brice’s (that anyone can recall) before. 
It will be held Tuesday in Holy Week, 7:30pm 

(please note the later starting time). 
 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool?tab=maps
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool?tab=maps
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• On Maundy Thursday, there will be a celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist. Washing of the feet will be  

offered for those who wish, and there will be the 
“stripping of the altar,” beginning at 7pm.  

• Following the Maundy Thursday service, there will 
be a prayer vigil. “Could you not watch with me 

one hour?” asked Jesus. If you would like to take a 
turn praying, reading and meditating at St. Brice’s 
that night, or early the next morning, please use 

the sign-up sheet in the narthex, or contact the 
parish office (705 474-4005). 

• For those who wish to participate in the 
ecumenical Good Friday Gathering, this year it 
will be rotated among 3 of the larger church 

buildings in North Bay, beginning 
at 9:30am. Free tickets are 

available from the parish office. 
The intention is to attend one 
service in one building with one 

worship style, drive to a second 
church building for a second short 

service, and then drive to third 
building for a third service. If you 
can provide a ride to someone, 

please let the parish office know 
(705 474-4005). 

• There will be a Stations of the 
Cross service at St. Brice’s, Good 

Friday afternoon at 2pm. 

• There will be an Easter Vigil at St. John’s on Main 
Street East, Holy Saturday, beginning at 7pm. 

• Easter Day eucharists will be held at 9am and 
11am. 
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LENTEN DEVOTIONS 
 

If you would like to participate in a small 
group discussion about the Lent for 
Everyone book, the Rev. Marie Loewen is 

hosting an on-line discussion group, from 
6:30-7pm on Sunday evenings. Here is the 

link to participate: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7054974699 
Meeting ID: 705 497 4699 

 
The rector and Wendy Richard will be co-hosting another 

on-line discussion group, Thursday evenings in Lent form 
6:30-7pm, March 10-April 7. Here is the link to 
participate: 

Topic: Lent for Everyone, Thursday discussion group 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81820244047?pwd=M2p6Rj
E3b0lxdEtkUVdSVjc5UmJsUT09  

Meeting ID: 818 2024 4047 
Passcode: 942440 

 
 Lenten Devotions Outside the Parish 
As well, Archbishop Anne Germond is hosting a study on 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 2014 book, In God’s Hands, 
Wednesday evenings at 7pm. 

 
On Friday afternoons at 3pm Archbishop Fred Hiltz will 
be leading weekly ‘Stations of the Cross’ using a different 

form each week (March 4-April 8).  
 

 

To participate in either of these events, please contact the parish 
office (705-474-4005) to receive the Zoom link. 
 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7054974699
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81820244047?pwd=M2p6RjE3b0lxdEtkUVdSVjc5UmJsUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81820244047?pwd=M2p6RjE3b0lxdEtkUVdSVjc5UmJsUT09
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ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN: DISCERNMENT 
 

A.C.W. group is a key conduit for 
carrying out the mission of the 
Church. For years, the St. Brice’s 

A.C.W. has met on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 
lunchtime. The A.C.W. has 

typically undertaken 3 tasks: 
Providing funeral receptions in the 

parish hall when needed; preparing and serving a spring 
tea; preparing and serving a fall lunch. Proceeds go to 
mission work.  

As time has passed, the participating members of the 
A.C.W. have grown older, and many members now belong 

to a much broader fellowship in the life to come. At 
present, there does not seem to be someone who feels 
called to provide leadership for this group. Members are 

also aware that the customary meeting-time does not fit 
well with the schedules of many women who work outside 
the home.  

There are plans to have a gathering this coming Saturday, 
April 2, in the parish hall at 10:30am, to have a time for 

prayer and discussion about the future of this ministry. 
(If you would like to attend but are uncomfortable coming 
in person, please contact the parish office, 705-474-

4005.) 
Women who are available, whether they have been part of 

the A.C.W. group in the past or not, are warmly 
encouraged to attend. This is not a strategy to try to trick 
someone into becoming the A.C.W. president. Instead, the 

meeting is to seek wisely what God may be calling us into, 
in this season, with whatever seems agreeable and 
suitable. 
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PRAYER FOCUSES 
 

I encourage parishioners to use the space in the back of 
the Church building to pray for peace in Ukraine and the 
surrounding district. Following is a prayer, composed 

jointly by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
(England): 
 

 
 

 
The next monthly “Prayer and Praise” service will be held 
on Wednesday, 20 April, 7pm. 
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GRANTS 
 

We have received a grant from the provincial government, 
to upgrade security in the property: 

• Thank you to Rob McDonald and Bill Burton, for 
installing bars on the remaining basement windows 

• The kitchen door exit glass (which was broken last 
Christmas Day evening) will be replaced with 
upgraded glass 

• The internet has been upgraded through the 
property. The password for using the parish internet 
has changed. (Please contact the parish office if you 
would like to access the internet on your device.) 

• A security system will be installed this week. Part of 
the security system will use the internet. If you 

need to access the property in late evening or the 
night, please contact the parish office.  

• We expect that protection for the stained glass 

windows will be enhanced. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We have applied to the Anglican Foundation of Canada, to 
support our proposal to install a new exterior sign. The 

diocesan executive committee has supported our 
application. It will be considered by the Board of the 
Anglican Foundation of Canada in mid-May. Under the 

terms of this grant, we have applied for approximately 
$7900. 
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NOTES FROM THE ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
24 March 2022 

 

• Thank you to Amanda 
Adams and Carrie 
Birtch, for their work 
in updating the 

“Screening in Faith” 
process. At St. Brice’s, we are deeply committed 
that this place be a safe place for everyone, and to 

maintain good practices in our relationships with 
one another. 

• We have not yet received an update when the new 
parish photo album will be ready. 

• St. Brice’s regularly displays the “Land 
Acknowledgement” on Sunday mornings, and we 

read it frequently when we are together. Last 
January, Board members invited a presentation 
from the Director of the local Indigenous Friendship 

Centre. Our aim, in concert with the Church as a 
whole, is to promote the gospel priorities of truth 

and reconciliation. We are working on having an 
attractive display of the Land Acknowledgement.  
Thank you to David Lewis, Amanda Adams and 

Nancy Armstrong for their work on this. 

• Outside groups sometimes use St. Brice’s parish 
hall for their activities, and we invite donations 
from these groups. A new donations proposal was 
adopted (the last update was in 2009). 

• Since the last Board meeting, a repair needed to be 
made to one of the furnaces. As well, a sump pump 
was replaced, and a frozen exterior discharge pipe 
had to be thawed. 

• The rector will be attending a conference on 
Sunday, July 3, and will be on holidays on the 

following Sundays: July 10, August 7, 14, and 21. 


