II Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14

Psalm 77: 1-2, 11-20 Pentecost 3 2022.
Galatians 5: 1, 13-25

St. Luke 9: 51-62

“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
Luke 9: 62

Today concludes the sermon series about “discipleship” — practical ways to help you
follow Jesus Christ together.

Together, can we name a couple of the themes we talked about, since the beginning of
May?...

Money, Prayer, Hospitality, Sacraments, Social Justice, Ministry Gifts, the Bible.
(On Trinity Sunday, June 12, we talked about the Trinity...)

Let’s have some fun. Here’s today’s sermon theme, presented as a riddle:

Some fear it.
Some love it.
We are all here because of it.
What 1s it?...

Passing on our faith... Some people fear it — they are terrified to try talking about their
faith. Some people love it — whenever you and I have the privilege of enabling someone
to know the depths of the Lord Jesus’s love, it is a privilege beyond words... Years ago, |
remember a young college student who, in her own clumsy and loving way, helped a
friend to have faith in Jesus Christ for herself. The student said, “If I do nothing else in
my entire life, it will be worth it.” (Sadly, she died a few weeks later in a horse-riding
accident. But she knew her life had been worthwhile...) If we have the privilege of
helping someone awaken to faith, awaken to Christ, it is an amazing and humbling
privilege...

Some people fear it. Some people love it. We are all here because of it. That is — we are
all here because someone loved us enough, and loved God enough, that they wanted to
introduce us to faith in Christ for ourselves. Maybe it was our parents. Maybe it was our
grandparents. Maybe it was a friend. What matters is that we choose to accept the
invitation, and dare to undertake this amazing journey of Christian discipleship...

What I want to do is to take away all the clutter, all the baggage, all the preconceptions
that some of us carry, which makes us think: I can never talk about my faith!... I’'m not
Billy Graham. I’m not the Pope. I’'m not the Archbishop of Canterbury... No; none of us
here is...



But God uses ordinary people like you and like me for his glory, and to bring about his
kingdom. God very often uses ordinary people of faith to accomplish his purposes. When
you and I are in cooperation with the Lord, wonderful things follow...

So how do we do this?... I want to ask you first, are you humbly confident in your own
faith before God? Do we accept that we are forgiven, that we are loved, and that we
belong to Christ? That we belong to the community of the Church family?... I’'m not
asking if we’re all perfect. I’'m not suggesting that we never sin. Rather, we want to be in
a place that we know we belong to Christ, and so his Spirit lives within us... Our
confidence isn’t in our own cleverness... Our confidence is in the God whom we love
back, and serve...

Today’s gospel reading is from the end of Luke 9. The Lord Jesus makes it very plain that
we need to be whole-hearted disciples... “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.” Have we ever plowed a field ourselves, or watched a
farmer do it? If we look back, the row of overturned sod gets all wobbly... The farmer
needs always to be aiming ahead. In the same way, God doesn’t want us to be devout
Christians on Sunday morning, and then not live out our faith the rest of the week. Rather,
he wants joyous, confident friends...

Let’s take another example... Do you remember the story of Lot’s wife, way back at the
beginning of the Bible? She left the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which were under
God’s judgement -- but then she kind of peeked back over her shoulder. Somehow the old
life was attractive to her, and she hesitated about leaving it behind... Justice was evidently
quick in those days: Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt... The point is, don’t be wishy-
washy, or half a Christian. Let’s live wholly for Jesus Christ...

The same is true when we share our faith with others. Please don’t be wishy-washy about
it: Please don’t say, “Maybe you could come to Church some time.” Instead, say, “Are
you free this coming Sunday?...” Please don’t say, “Maybe God might help.” Instead,
“Can I tell you about how I came to faith?...” We can speak with love and with humble
confidence...

If people say, “No;” of course we respect that. We can also notice in today’s gospel
reading, the apostles were frustrated that some people didn’t want to follow the Lord
Jesus. They wanted God to rain down some fire from heaven!... Jesus rebuked his friends.
Give people space to say, “No;” or, to explore on their own if they aren’t ready... And
let’s not be judgemental...

So, let’s be confident that we know some good news...



We need to be prepared to explain why we go to Church; or, why we follow Christ... If
we can’t say it without stumbling, or in less than 15 seconds, please practice until we
can...

If we’re getting the idea that I suggest we all can speak out words of warmth and
invitation, then that’s true. All of us can...

As well as having the courage and confidence to speak with someone who is open to
speaking with us about Jesus Christ, I also strongly encourage us to model the Christian
life well... Following Christ isn’t simply assenting to the Creed (although we cheerfully
believe those words). Following Christ isn’t simply talking about faith (although I
encourage us to talk as well). The Christian life is also modelled...

Years ago, if someone was learning a trade — such as learning how to shoe a horse, they

would learn by working alongside an experienced ferrier. It wasn’t just saying the words
or believing certain facts about horses. It was a pattern, a way of life which was learned

over years...

In the same way, we need to model how we show practical love to broken people, or to
people who are just learning the way of the Lord Jesus. This is not loving instead of
talking about our faith, but it is doing along with talking...

God knows that I have a long way to go, but as much as I can, with God’s help, I try to
model what I understand it is to follow Christ. My hope is that you will correct me when |
err, that you will pray for me, and maybe when I get it right, you’ll copy me, or learn to
come alongside... Especially with children, but also with adults, we often learn by practice
and by exercising our gifts of ministry...

We have such good news to share! In our contemporary world, when there is so much
ignorance about what it means to belong to Christ and to his Church, it can be easy to be
hesitant or silent. I warmly encourage you — invite you! — to dare to speak out; to invite;
and to model... Don’t be put off by an occasional rejection. There will also be positive
responses. It is our privilege and our joy...

Amen.



