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Christmas Joke

Q: What was Moses’ wife, Zipphora, known as when
she'd throw dinner parties?
A: "The hostess with the Moses."

[Graphic omitted from on-line version of the parish newsletter]

St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a
representative of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT)
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

Lent for Everyone: Matthew, Year A
In 2023, Lent begins on 22 February. We ae encouraging
parishioners to read Bishop Tom
Wright’s book Lent for Everyone:
Matthew, Year A, as we will be reading
through Matthew during our Sunday
services this year (until Advent begins
on December 3). We have been able to
get copies of the book for $19. You can
order your copy through the parish
office (705 474-4005). We encourage all
parishioners to get their copies in
2 advance - please don’t wait until 21
February to ask for a copy.

MartHew, Year A

“Making All Things New” Webinar
This is a free webinar from the Center of Addiction and
Faith in the U.S. Expect lots of theological
and practical advice about how faith
communities can provide appropriate
support for people who are dealing with
addictions.

THE CENTER OF

DDICTION
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This webinar will be offered on Saturday,
January 21, 10am-12:30pm local time. For
more information, or to receive the link to
be able to view the webinar, please contact
the rector at:
peter.armstrong@ns.sympatico.ca, or by
calling 705 474-4005.

Alpha Course
The Alpha Course is a good-natured introduction to (or
review of) the Christian faith. The format is having
something to eat together, watching a video, and then
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having a discussion about the video. This ministry is free
and is open to everyone. Each week for 10 weeks, there are
topics such as “Why Did Jesus Die?” and “What is Faith”
and “Does God Heal Today?”

The Alpha Course is tentatively
planned for Wednesday evenings,
but the time it is offered will depend
on what is most convenient for the
participants.

If you haven’t taken the Alpha
Course before, please come along.
(If you aren’t sure, we encourage you

&

to come to the first gathering. If you choose not to take the
course as this time, no one will bother you.)

If you have taken the Alpha Course before, we
encourage you to come again - but bring along someone
who hasn’t taken the Alpha Course before. Skeptics,
agnostics, atheists and the confused are particularly
welcome.

Please contact the parish office (705 474-4005) for more
information, or to indicate an interest in checking it out.

Preemie Quilt Workshop Day
You are invited!
To a Preemie Quilt Workshop Day
Saturday, January 14
9am-3pm
St. Brice’s Anglican Church

This day is open to any members of the Northern Lights
Quilt Guild, or of St. Brice’s, who would like to join in to
make some sweet little 24” square quilts for our NICU.
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Come make a preemie quilt, finish one you've started,
or help someone else.
Stay for the day or stay for a while. Never made one?
No problem!!
There are lots of experienced quilters on hand to help.

If you have 100% cotton “baby” fabric, flannelette or
cotton batting to share, please bring it along.

Cutting stations and pressing stations will be set up.

Please label all your tools.
Bring an extension cord and/ or power bar.

Please consider a donation to give to the church for the
use of their space.

St. Brice’s has waived their rental fee for us to hold this
community service.

Together we can keep some little ones cozy.

See you on the 14th!!
Fay, Andrea and Teresa

Vestry Meeting
St. Brice’s Vestry (Annual Meeting) will be held on
Sunday, 5 February, following a pot-luck lunch after
the 10am service.
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Please read the Annual Reports in advance. They will be
available on Sunday 29 January. For people who
contribute reports, please send them to the parish office —
ideally, by email (stbrice.northbay@yahoo.ca ), no later
than Thursday, 19 January.

Band Concert

Please mark your calendars: St. Brice’s
Band will be offering a concert on
Saturday, 18 February, beginning at 7pm.

4 g b Y Please come along, and invite your family,
% ‘f:i\? = friends and neighbours.
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PROPERTY UPDATE

Parish Hall Exterior Doors

The parish hall doors, which are damaged and worn out,
were supposed to be replaced this last week. However, the
manufacturer installed a piece backwards for the
replacement doors — a bit like a refrigerator door which
opens in the wrong direction. The local installer has
returned the doors, and will let us know when the new
doors which have been manufactured correctly will be
installed.

Furnaces
We have been looking at how best to conserve energy, and
to keep costs down, at St. Brice’s. Our g\ I
three furnaces were recently serviced:

e The furnace for the Church B
building is efficient, relatively new,
and is in good condition.

e The furnace for the parish hall is
rather elderly (33 years old!), butis =#
in good repair. We are not certain
of its efficiency rating.
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e Unfortunately, the furnace for the narthex/ office
area is completely worn out, and needs to be
replaced as soon as is feasible. The replacement cost
will be in the $5000 range. We are getting price
quotes at this time.

We are also exploring if heat pumps are feasible for parts
of the property. These units would have a higher
installation cost, but might have diminished operating
costs over their lifetimes.

Roofs
As well, it seems likely — but not certain — that we will need
to re-roof parts of the roof around the office area, when the
weather gets warmer this spring and summer. As the
square areas are relatively small, the roofs are relatively
close to the ground, and the pitch of the roofs is shallow,
we will likely be able to take on this project ourselves.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

The St. Brice’s Finance Committee has been working hard
to plan for 2023.

Unfortunately, we ended 2022 with a significant deficit of
about $17 000, for the first time in many years. We believe
that COVID and other factors contributed to this.
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While keeping expenses firmly in check, we hope to
increase our financial giving in 2023. If you can help with
any of the points below, beginning this month, please
contact Envelope Secretary Fay Ivany at 705 495-9324, or
email cfivany@hotmail.com.

Thank you.

Members of St. Brice’s Finance Committee

If contributing through the EOP (Electronic Offering Program),
as encouraged, we hope that you can be one of seven
households who can make a positive difference in this way:

1 household [
2 households [
4 households [

I can contribute $20 more a month
I can contribute $10 more a month
I can contribute $5 more a month.

If contributing through the weekly envelope system, we hope
you can be one of seven households who can make a
positive difference in this way:

1 household ]
2 households [
4 households [

I can contribute $7 more a week
I can contribute $5 more a week
I can contribute $2 more a week.

Of course, nothing stops us from contributing more, or

less.
We are grateful for your prayerful consideration.

[Graphic omitted from on-line version of the parish newsletter]
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