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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus.”  Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT) 
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Something To Make Us Smile 

 

The Sunday School teacher asks the children to draw 

Christmas pictures. She goes over to one student and 

sees he’s drawn a picture of four people on an airplane. 

“What is this?” she asked. 

“Mary and Joseph and Baby Jesus on a flight to Egypt,” 

he says. 

“Well… who’s the fourth person?” 

“That’s Pontius, the pilot.” 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

ADVENT/ CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS 
 

There are a number of events going on, at St. Brice’s and in the 
wider community, to help us prepare well in the season of 
Advent, for the Celebration of Christmas. 
 

Cassellholme Christmas Tree 

We are invited to bring a suitable gift for the residents of 
Cassellholme, and to leave them under the small tree 
which will be set up in the back of the Church building. 

The gifts from parishioners will be taken to the 
Cassellholme staff for distribution, a few days before 

Christmas. 
 

Service of Lessons & Carols 

Our annual service of Lessons and Carols will be held on 
Sunday, December 10 (the second Sunday in December), 
at 10am.  

 
Advent Quiet Morning 

The Rev. Beth Hewson will be hosting an Advent Quiet 
Morning at St. Brice’s, on 
Saturday, December 16, 

beginning at 9:30am. The 
theme of the event is “Advent: 

Ponder, Pause and Pray.” There 
is no cost. Everyone is warmly 
welcome to attend. 

 
 

Outdoor Christmas Caroling 

Would you like to join us, to bring some Christmas cheer 
to some seniors or neighbours? A few of us are planning to 

get together on Thursday, December 21, 6:30pm, meeting 
first at St. Brice’s. Song sheets will be provided. Everyone 
is welcome. The event will last about 45 minutes. 
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Blue Christmas Service 

We acknowledge that some people find the Christmas 
season difficult, either because we miss loved ones who are 

no longer with us, because of bad associations from past 
years, or other personal reasons.  
The “Blue Christmas Service” is a gentle service for these 

folks. It will be hosted at St. 
Brice’s on Sunday, December 
10, 4pm. If you have a favourite 

hymn you would like included, 
please indicate so, using the 

display sheet in the narthex (on 
the table near the front door). 
 

Advent/ Christmas Services 
I (Peter Armstrong) plan to consult with the Advisory Board 

about the timing of the Advent and Christmas services. We 
will announce these after the Board meeting, this coming 
Thursday. However, I expect we will likely do services as we 

have in the past: 
Sunday, December 24:   

Advent IV  10am 

 Christmas Eve 7pm 
 Christmas Eve 10pm (St. John’s, Main St. East) 

Monday, December 25:  
Christmas Day 11am 

Sunday, December 31:  

Sunday After Christmas 10am 
 
While I appreciate the different services at St. Brice’s, I also 

know that when there are changes in the service schedule, 
a few people can find it confusing. It’s best to make the 

minimum number of changes possible.  
Given that we are having “Lessons and Carols” at 10am on 
December 10, and given that Advent 4 happens to fall on a 

Sunday this year, then at least four of the five Sunday 
December services will be held at 10am.  
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Rather that switch to “9 and 11” on December 17, I propose 

that we simply have the services at 10am in the month of 
December. We will confirm the December times, after the 

upcoming Board meeting. 
 

Food Bank, Christmas Help 
St. Brice’s parishioners contributed generously to the Food 
Bank, to provide side dishes just before Harvest 
Thanksgiving. (Thank you!)  

There are plans to do something similar, leading up to 
Christmas. As well as the regular food bank offerings, 

parishioners are welcome to leave Christmas food items on 
the table which will be set up near the main exit door. For 

further information, please 

talk to Shane or Jen Auger. 
In related news, parish-

ioners might want to see the 
display for St. Brice’s Food 
Bank, at the store next to 

the Metro grocery store on 
Lakeshore Drive. 

 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
There are other events which are coming soon, which aren’t 
“Advent” events, but we want to let you know about them. 
 

Compline 
The monastic tradition of the 
Church has a rhythm of offering 

short “offices” of prayer throughout 
the day. The last service before bed 
is called “Compline.” I (Peter 

Armstrong) believe that that the 
little service of Compline in the Book 

of Common Prayer is an often-overlooked gem. 
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I intend to offer an on-line service of Compline, on Sunday, 

December 3, at 9pm. It takes about 10 minutes.  
If you would like to participate in the service – it’s very easy 

to do – please contact the parish office (705 474-4005; 
stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ). 
 

2024 Calendars 
The 2024 calendars are late arriving this month, but we 
expect to get them within the next week or so. Please 

consider buying a beautiful Church calendar. Details will 
be available once the calendars arrive. 

 
Missions Focus 

While St. Brice’s supports a number of local and 

international missions, we realize that some parishioners 
do not know what we 

support, or the scope 
of ministry which 
these mission organ-

izations provide. So, 
every month on the 
first Sunday of the 

month, we are having a short presentation about a 
mission. At the beginning of this month, Don Bonenfant 

gave a presentation about Samaritans Purse. On Sunday, 
December 3, Mary-Ellen Page will give a brief presentation 
about Madagascar Missions, and the orphanage we 

support. 
 

Confirmation 

Archbishop Anne Germond will be 
visiting St. Brice’s on Sunday, 7 April, for 

a service of Confirmation. If you have 
been baptized but never have been 
“confirmed,” or if you have been 

confirmed elsewhere but would like to 
identify with the parish community here 

mailto:stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca
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(being “received”), please contact the rector or the parish 

office (705 474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ). 
 

Alpha Course 
The Alpha Course is a light-hearted 
introduction to, or review of, the 

Christian faith. Do you have questions? 
Could you use a “brush up” on the 
basics? This course is for you! Any 

curious un-churched friends!  
The initial gathering is planned for 

Wednesday, 3 January, 6pm. Each weekly gathering 
includes a light bite to eat, a video, and a chance for 
discussion.  

We can say about as much or as little as we like. These 
gatherings are warm and enjoyable. If you’re unsure if you 

want to try it or not, we recommend that you attend the 
first time, and then decide for yourself. No one will pressure 
anyone else about attending. 

I (PA) am looking for 1 more helper. If you have taken the 
course before and would like to help, please talk with me. 

😊 

 
Faith Festival  
(Or: Walking in Faith – Together With Jesus) 

Many of us are familiar with Cursillo, a weekend retreat/ 
mini-course about our Christian walk. Plans are 
developing to host a mini-gathering at St. Brice’s, for the 

Deanery – on Saturday, April 13, 2024, 8:30-3:30pm, for a 
modest $10 cost. More will be announced, closer to the 

event. 
 

GROUPS 

A.C.W. Dinner 
The annual Anglican Church Women dinner will be held 

this coming Wednesday, November 29, at 5:30pm at the 
Pizza Hut.  
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This is the time when A.C.W. members choose how to 

distribute the money they have received during the year, 
for the Church’s missions. 

All members are welcome. 
 

Men’s Group 

The guys are planning to put 
on another great breakfast,  
on Saturday, January 6, 

9am. 
 

Women’s Group 

Thank you to everyone who came out and participated in our 
October Women's Gathering!  
We had 8 ladies in attendance and 1 very cute infant!  
Following our theme of Fun, Fellowship and Faith, we started 
out with a mystery. Unintentional, but nevertheless a mystery, 
regarding a coffeepot and some vinegar. Thanks to Carrie for 
discovering the first 'clue'!  
Next was a game to discover more about each other. Did you 
know that we have 2 ladies that are each the 7th of 8 children? 
We have adventurous zip-liners, avid concert goers, 2 people 
that have been held up at gun-point and 1 who had a royal 
encounter!! What amazing stories were told!!  
Nancy presented her ACW talk on the Wounded Heart. We 
learned that trauma comes in all shapes and that healing comes 
in a variety of forms. Perhaps the first important step for many 
dealing with a hurting heart is to talk, and for those hearing 
those hard stories, to listen. Many thanks to Nancy for her 
ongoing study in this area and for her willingness to share with 
us what she's learned. 
After our closing prayer, it was discussed and decided to have 
another Gathering Dec. 2nd.  We will meet again at St. Brice's 
hall, for 10am. As details are worked out, invitations will be 
provided with those details. 
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To those who came out, thanks for sharing your time and your 
stories. It's nice to get to know each other better, even those 
friends we've known for years!!  
To all ladies, we look forward to seeing you at our December 
gathering, for another time of Fun, Fellowship and Faith.  
Blessings, Teresa Gray 
 

Men’s Camp 
Planning ahead, we hope to offer a guys’ camp at Camp 
Temiskaming (the Deanery Camp west of New Liskgard), on 

a Friday-Sunday in August 2024. Details will be shared, 
closer to the event. 
 

THE WIDER CHURCH 
Evening Prayer, St. Simon’s 

Parishioners in the deanery who would like to attend a 
traditional service of Evensong (Evening Prayer) are invited 
to St. Simon’s Temagami, on Sunday, December 3, 4pm. 

 
Christ Church Community Carol Service 

Our sister parish of Christ Church, Greenwood Ave., will 

be hosting their annual event, on Sunday, December 17, 
7pm. 

 
Contemporary Evening Prayer 

The Rev. Beth Hewson 

will be offering a short 
on-line prayer service 

on 3 Wednesday 
evenings in Advent 
(December 6, 13, 20), 

beginning at 7pm. If 
you would like the link 

to join this service, please contact the parish office (705 

474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ). 
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Archbishop Welby on Gaza 

The Church of England often has 
thoughtful theological reflections 

about world events. Interested 
parishioners are welcome to view 
Archbishop Welby’s address to their 

General Synod, earlier this month, 
about the conflict in Gaza. Archbishop 
Welby is the current Archbishop of 

Canterbury. General Synod November 
2023 - Joint Presidential Address | 

The Archbishop of Canterbury  
 

Presentation about Fraud 

St. Brice’s will be hosting a workshop/ presentation about 
“fraud,” on Monday 22 January, 7pm. This event is free, 

and is open to everyone in the community. 
 

The Good Samaritan Corner 
The Compassion Committee (a North Bay inter-church 
committee) shares the following announcement:  

The Unsheltered Hub (also knows as the Warming Centre) 
is now open at 579 Fraser St., during the house of 8am-
8pm. The Unsheltered Hub welcomes donations of folding 
chairs, cleaning supplies, coats, blankets, dried soup, 
oatmeal packets, tea, coffee, puzzles, books and games. 
They are also looking for volunteers (please contact Bryan 
Eade, 705 494-0850). 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
Employment 

If you are able to employ a student, or have a project you’d 

like help with, please contact the parish office (705 474-
4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ). 

 
 

mailto:stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca
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Help Recovering After Surgery 

A parishioner is planning to undergo some surgery in 
February 2024, but will need some support during her 

recovery period. Any parishioners who can help with meals 
or other basic support, please contact the parish office (705 
474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ). 

 
PROPERTY 

Fridge & Exercise Bike 

A refrigerator and an exercise bike were recently dropped 
off at St. Brice’s. They work well, and are free to anyone 

who wants them. There is an offer to deliver the fridge. If 
you would like a fridge or an exercise bike, please contact 
the parish office (705 474-4005; 

stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ) by the end of this coming 
week.  

 
FINANCES 

 
From 1 January to the end of October 2023, 

Income to Date: $136 649.20 

Expenses to Date: $139 968.09 
Deficit: $3318.89. 

 

December tends to be a generous month, and we do not 
have to pay insurance premiums in November or 
December. So, we are modestly hopeful that we will end the 

year “in the black.” Thank you very much to everyone who 
contributes, in so many different ways. 
 

 

-12- 

 

Archbishop Anne Germond has commended the following Litany to 
us, for this season. (We can recall that Coventry Cathedral was 

destroyed by bombs during World War II. The staff and congregation 

at Coventry have a particular mission focus of “reconciliation.”) 
 

Litany of Reconciliation 
The words 'Father Forgive' are used as the response in the 
Coventry Litany of Reconciliation, written by Canon Joseph Poole 
in 1958, which is prayed in the new Cathedral every weekday at 
noon, and throughout the world by partners in the Community of 
the Cross of Nails. 
 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class 
from class,  
Father forgive. 
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not 
their own, 
Father, forgive. 
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste 
the earth, 
Father, forgive. 
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
Father, forgive. 
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the 
refugee, 
Father, forgive. 
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and 
children,  
Father, forgive. 
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,  
Father, forgive. 
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another,  
as God in Christ forgave you. 
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