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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus.”  Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT) 
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Something To Make Us Smile 

 

Q: What did God do, to cure Moses’ headache? 

A: He gave him 2 tablets. 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 Home Communions 
If anyone wants to receive Communion this Christmas, but 
is unable to attend the Church building for any reason on 
December 24-25, please leave a message at the parish 

office (705 474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ). 
  
 Men’s Breakfast 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 6 
January, 9am. The presentation will be about “Human 

Trafficking.” 
 
 Deanery Layreaders Workshop 

The next Deanery Layreaders Workshop will be held on 
Saturday, 13 January, 9:30am-2pm. The Rev. Dr. Derek 

Neal will be speaking, about “preaching.” The Deanery 
Layreaders Workshops include, but are not limited to, 
Layreaders. All are welcome, and many aspects of 

developing a theme and public speaking are relevant in 
many contexts. 
 

 Alpha Course 
The Alpha Course is a light-hearted introduction to, or 

review of, the Christian faith. Participants meet together 
weekly, beginning on Wednesday, January 3, 6pm. The 

format is (1) a light meal; (2) a video; (3) 

discussion. People can say as much or as 
little as they like. 
 

Each week is a different video, on topics like 
“Who is Jesus” and “Why did he die” and 

“Prayer” and the problem of evil, and so on. 
 
If people are unsure if they can make the weekly 

commitment, I encourage them to come to the first evening,  
to get a taste of what the Alpha Course is like. No one will 
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bother you if you don’t want to come back – but we think 

you probably will want to come back.               -PA 😊 

 

 Combined Services 
We are having combined services at 10am on Sunday 
mornings through the month of December, and on the first 

Sunday of each month. I had been calling them “joint” 
services on the exterior sign, but a passerby kindly pointed 
out to me that this has associations with marijuana use 

(which never had occurred to me!). So, I am calling them 
“combined” services. 

 
 Prayer Chain 
If you would like prayer for anyone or anything, please 

contact Mary Ellen Page, or contact the parish office (705 
474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ), for items to put 

on the parish prayer chain. 
 
 Confirmation 

Archbishop Anne Germond will be coming to St. Brice’s 
parish on Sunday, 7 April, for a service of Confirmation. If 

you have been baptized but never 

have been confirmed, or if you have 
been confirmed in another Christian 

tradition, but are now associated 
with St. Brice’s, you are welcome. 
 

For more information, please talk 
with the rector, Peter Armstrong, or 
one of the lay leaders. 

 
 Together in Faith 

Also in April – April 13 – plans are well underway to offer a 
program of teaching, fellowship and worship, called 
“Together in Faith.” It is open to anyone in the Deanery, or 

from the North Bay area.  

mailto:stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca
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We expect it will be a vibrant, faith-lifting and informative 
gathering. We will get underway about 9:30am, and 

conclude about 3pm. Further details will be published 
closer to the date. 
 

 Thank You 
We want to express our gratitude to everyone who 
contributed to the Cassellholme Christmas Tree this year. 

The residents and staff appreciated it very much. 
 

 Vestry 
St. Brice’s Vestry – our annual meeting – will take place 
after the 10am morning service, on Sunday, February 4. 

We will be having a lunch 
(likely, a “pot-luck” or 

shared meal), and then will 
get underway about 12 
noon. 

 
If you are responsible for 
submitting a report for the 

Annual Report publication, please submit your reports to 
the parish office, preferably by email 

(stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ), by Friday, 19 January. Of 
course, we don’t have to wait to the very last minute to 
submit our reports – they are gratefully received any time! 

 
OUTREACH 

 Fraud 
There will be a presentation to the North Bay community 
on the subject of “fraud,” on Monday, January 22, 7pm. 

Everyone is welcome, and encouraged to come. The 
speaker/ facilitator will be a member of the Ontario 
Provincial Police Fraud Unit. 
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Community Spaghetti Supper 
A number of international students have come to North 

Bay (and other Canadian cities) this fall. Some students 
who have connections with St. Brice’s are going to be 
offering a community spaghetti supper, this coming 

Saturday, 30 December, from 4-6pm. The supper is being 
provided at the very reasonable cost of $10/ person. 
Children under 5 eat for free. Gluten-free and vegetarian 

sauces will be available. 
 

At 5:30pm or so, there will be a live auction during the 
supper. We hope that parishioners who can might donate 
an item or two. As well, the students themselves will be 

offering “talents,” to be auctioned off to the highest bidder. 
 

Parishioners are encouraged to support the students in the 
following ways: 

• Encourage others to come, and offer to post one of 
the promotional posters 

• If you can, come for a wonderful dinner on 30 
December 

• If you have an item or two you can contribute to the 
auction, please bring it to St. Brice’s later this 
coming week, or contact the parish office (705 474-

4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ) 

• If you can contribute a dessert to the supper, there 
is a sign-up sheet near the front doors of St. Brice’s. 
Any dessert contributions will increase the profits. 

 

The proceeds from the supper will go toward supporting 
the students themselves – particularly those who could 

particularly benefit from some financial support. 
 
The students are also exploring organizing a “talent bank.” 

They are open to do a wide variety of chores, or otherwise 
assisting individuals and families as they are able. (Studies  

mailto:stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca
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need to take first priority on their time.) There will be 
further information shared in the future. 

 
 Food Bank 
The St. Brice’s Food Bank had a drive in the community this 
month. Shane and Jen Auger write, 

On behalf of St. Brice’s Food Bank, we want to thank the 
congregation and community for helping us make this 

happen, for the Christ-

mas extras, mittens and 
tuque program.  
 

 
 

 
PROPERTY 

 Work Party 

There is a volunteer work party planned for Saturday, 20 
January, starting about 9am, to do some work in the 

basement. Please mark 

your calendars, and plan to 
come. There will be jobs for 

a wide variety of talents and 
abilities – general clean-up; 
removing old carpeting; 

painting, etc. 
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 Security Grant 
St. Brice’s is the grateful recipient of a provincial security 

grant, of $7500. The Property Committee recently met, to 
plan how best to use this grant, within the parameters of 
the application. We are looking to undertake several jobs:  

• Putting in higher fencing around the back garden 
where there are not walls or high cedar hedges, to 

make it more difficult for people to camp, stay or 
litter in the back garden 

• Removing the bushes and small trees by the Church 
building emergency exit, to make it more exposed 
and visible 

• Installing more exterior lighting 

• Installing more exterior and interior cameras. 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

 
Understandably, we do not yet have figures for the month 

of December. However, the Treasurer Don Bonenfant, the 
Board members and I want to express our sincere 
appreciation for everyone’s financial support this year. We 

expect we will end the year with our revenue covering our 
expenses. Revenue is up this year about $25 000. Praise 

God! 
 
The Finance Committee will be meeting in early January, 

to put a budget together for 2024. 
 


