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Something To Make Us Smile

There are two great financial geniuses in the Bible.

One was Noah, who floated his stock while everyone else had
o go into liquidation.

The other one was the Pharaoh's daughter, who went to the
bank of the Nile and drew out a prophet.

St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in

perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a ~ i B e
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PARISH EVENTS
Craft Sale
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Craft Sale in the parish
hall on May 4. It was a great success.

Choir
A small choir is forming at St. Brice’s. The next practice will be this
coming Saturday, May 18, 1pm. If you are interested, but not available
then, please reach out to Olu [ segunogunlola@gmail.com ]. No
experience necessary.

A.C.W. Book & Puzzle Sale

Now that the A.C.W. Spring Tea is done, we have the A.C.W. Book and
Puzzle sale in June to look forward to, on Saturday, June 22. We'll
hopefully have tables with fiction, non-fiction, cookbooks and crafts,
children's books, puzzles, maybe even audio books. Please feel free to
w donate books and puzzles you no

BO0K & P“izLE longer read or use. Here is the
1 ,, chance also to pick up some new

1 l ones! It should be another fun
1|8 1 /i ¥ &4 excitingday and a way to

{ connect with the community.
-T.G.
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A.C.W. & Women’s Group Meeting
There will be a combined meeting of the Anglican Church Women and
the Women’s Group, on Saturday, June 8, 10am.
The annual diocesan A.C.W. gathering will be held at All Saints’,
Huntsville, on 28-30 May. Please contact the parish office or Cathy
Turcotte [cathytur62@gmail.com ], for more information.

Women'’s Breakfast
Some guys in the parish are planning to put on a breakfast for the
women, on Saturday, May 18, 9am. If you are a woman who would like
to attend, please contact the parish office promptly [705 474-4005;
stbrices.northbay@yahoo.com ]. If you are a guy who would like to help
out, please contact Don Bonenfant [donbonenfant@hotmail.com ].
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Baby Bottle Campaign
There will be a large baby bottle near the front door of St. Brice’s during
the month of May. People are invited to make donations in it, for the
local pregnancy resource centre.

Rector’s Vacation
The rector will be away on summer vacation, from June 24 to July 25.

THE WIDER CHURCH
May 16 Anglican Gathering
There will be a barbeque, followed by a conversation, hosted at Christ
Church, on Thursday, May 16, Spm. Archbishop Anne Germond will be
in attendance. With the Rev. Dr. Derek Neal leaving Temagami and
Temiskaming to serve at St. Mary Magdalene, Sturgeon Falls at the end
of May, there are currently five parishes without priests as incumbents.
This conversation is largely intended to consider how best to provide
sacramental and pastoral care in parishes throughout the deanery.

“Conversion” Conference

We want all people to know Christ’s love in the community of the
Church family, but many Anglicans feel ill-equipped how to introduce
others to Jesus Christ. A
conference on  Christian
Conversion will be hosted at
Wycliffe College, on June 14-
15. The intention of the
conference 1s not about
models for how to share our
faith. Rather, it’s reflecting on
what is happening
theologically, when people learn to cooperate with God, to respond to
God’s initiative. This conference is also intended to encourage
Anglicans how to use the language about Christian commitment
comfortably. If you are interested in attending the conference in person,
please contact the rector. If you would like to view the talks and
discussion “virtually,” please go to
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/communionpartnerscanada/e
vents/2024conference/ , and choose the “Livestream” option.

Christian

Conversion
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General Synod 2025
The Canadian Anglican General Synod meets every 3 years. It is a
quasi-parliamentary gathering of bishops, clergy and laity, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to identify priorities for God’s Church.
GS2025 will be held in London, ON, in late June 2025. This will include
an electoral synod, to elect a new Primate (senior archbishop for
Canada).

Y Related to this, the current Primate, the Most Rev.
Linda Nicholls, will be retiring on or about October
| of this year, as she reaches the mandatory retirement
| age of 70. Until the General Synod convenes, our
Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario, Anne
Germond, will be the acting Primate.

Diocesan Staff
There are a number of changes taking place in the diocesan office. The
diocesan archdeacon, the Venerable Dr. Jay Koyle, has begun a two-
year appointment serving at St. Luke’s Cathedral. The long-time
Executive Assistant to the bishop, Liz Hamel, is retiring this week.

Growing a Healthy Church
The recent teaching/ worship/ fellowship day is thought to have been a
wonderful success. So, there are plans in place to offer a similar
gathering in the fall: “Growing a Healthy Church.” It is scheduled for
October 26. Further details will be shared, as they become available.
Homelessness Webinar

- - view the recent webinar on

__ “Homelessness,” which was held on May
2, please go to:

https: //www dropbox.com/transfer/AAAAAFg-
keSkp6133DSwICmVSWSmZ3tZu2P3R _C3aZo_QJxfvy8Nhdk . This
was an initiative of the diocesan Social Justice Committee. (Parishioner
Nancy Armstrong is a member of the S.J.C.)
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Pentecost Picnic in the Park

There are plans to hold a picnic at the
|| North Bay waterfront (at the band
shell and field near the marina), on
the afternoon of Pentecost Sunday —
May 19. If you are able to donate
items to the picnic, please use the
sign-up sheet near the front door of
St. Brice’s. We have invited parishioners from Christ Church and St.
John’s to attend as well. Everyone is welcome.

PENTECOST

Camp Temiskaming Opening
Camp Temiskaming will have its regular spring opening and cleaning,
on Saturday, May 25. Volunteers to help would be gratefully
appreciated. For its location or other information please contact the
parish office (705 474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.com

PROPERTY
Security Upgrades

St. Brice’s received a provincial grant late last year, to upgrade security
on the property. There are several changes — some of them people will
notice; others may be unnoticeable. Scrub and few small trees were
removed from near the Church building emergency exit; a new fence
was built around the back garden, next
to the thick cedars; extra exterior
| lighting was installed, and new
* cameras were added inside and outside
the buildings. There is a separate
' computer system to run the security
system.

There will be a monitor installed, near the main exit door on the inside,
so people can view if anyone is lurking outside, before leaving the
building. The monitor might be too large for some, or perhaps too small
for others, but it is the appropriate monitor to get, to complement the
rest of the security system.


https://www.dropbox.com/transfer/AAAAAFg-kc5kp6133DSwlCmV5W5mZ3tZu2P3R_C3aZo_QJxfvy8Nhdk
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Exterior Property Care

If you are willing to take a turn mowing the lawn this summer, please

use the sign-up sheet near the front door.

Related to this, the back garden needs a little tender loving care. If you
enjoy gardening and would like to fix it up a bit, please contact the
parish office [705 474-4005; stbrices.northbay(@yahoo.ca ].

Roof Work
There are plans to have a work party on Saturday, June 8, to finish re-
roofing the section which didn’t get finished last fall. Please mark your
calendars, to help if you can. “Many hands make light work.”

Organ
While there is no immediate danger, St. Brice’s organ is in need of
5 significant work. Some parts are
deteriorating. Parts of the organ
are also very old — some of them
dating to the 1920’s. A Task
Group has been formed, to
evaluate what our options are
(repair/ replacement/ different
instruments), which is to report
back to the Advisory Board. We
will keep the congregation
informed of the work of the
Task Group, and their report.

Hall Heating
Again, while there is no immediate urgency, the hall heating system will
need to be replaced within a few years. We want to plan ahead, to what
is the most efficient, effective, and reasonable replacement option. A
Task Group is being formed for this matter as well, to look at options
and costs, and to report back to the Advisory Board.
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FINANCES
Financial Update

Income up to 30 April 2024: $51 504 (5458 below budget)
Expenses up to 30 April 2024: $58 516.78 ($554 above budget)
Surplus same time last year, $1898.

Clergy Retreat Report

Every other year or so, diocesan clergy meet with our bishop in a
retreat. This past week, we met on the beautiful property of Laurentian
Lodge, north of Elliott Lake.

The retreat was led by the Brother James of
the Society of St. John the Evangelist, a male
Anglican religious order. Br. James grew up in
Winnipeg, and served in parishes in the
Diocese of British Colombia, before
discerning a call to serve in the community of
S.S.J.E. in 1989.

Some parishioners may not know that there is a close connection
between St. Brice’s parish and S.S.J.E. The Rev. Fr. John McCausland
grew up in this parish. There was a satellite community of S.S.J.E. in
Bracebridge, ON, from mid-1920’s until 1983. Shortly before his
death, Fr. McCausland returned to North Bay, and ministered at St.
Brice’s. (His photo is in the back of the Church building.)

Fr. McCausland produced a convenient index of the prayers and
lections (“propers”) for each Sunday, which continues to be used today
throughout the Canadian Church — including in our office.
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