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St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in 
perfect harmony.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a 

representative of the Lord Jesus.”  Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT) 
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Something To Make Us Smile 

 

Q: Which Bible character was super-fit? 

A: ABS-alom. 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 Infinitely More Music Concert 
We encourage you to come, and to invite your friends, to 
the free Music Concert at St. Brice’s on October 18, 7pm. 
(There will be a free-will offering.) 

 
 

 
 

 

-4- 
Living Nativity 

We are thinking about offering a “Living Nativity” – that is, 
telling and re-enacting outside the story of birth of Jesus, 

shortly before Christmas Eve. We have written our sister 
Anglican parishes, inviting them to be involved. We would 
like children to be involved as well. If you would like to take 

part, please leave a message at the parish office [705 474-
4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ]. 
 

Practical Evangelization 
We want to share the good news of Christ Jesus’ love and 

forgiveness, but we are sometimes unsure how to do this – 
or we might have tried it, and it didn’t go as well as we 

would have hoped. There 

was a workshop at St. 
Brice’s, this past September 

11. Attendance was very 
modest, but very positive. 
There will another work-

shop, a continuation of the 
same material, on Wednesday, October 9, 6:30pm. We 
encourage you to come. No experience is necessary – just 

a willingness to learn more about how to work together 
with God, to share some good news. 

 
Blessing of the Animals 

St. Francis of Assisi was particularly known for his love of 

animals, and for all God’s creation. On Sunday, October 6, 
2pm, in the back garden 
of St. Brice’s, there will 

be a brief “Blessing of the 
Animals” service. All 

kinds of pets are 
welcome. Owners are 
asked to be responsible 

for their pets. 
 

mailto:stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca
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Sunday School Program, Fall 2024 

The following Sunday School themes are planned this fall:  

• “Armour of God” from now to the end of October 

• “All Saints” (a more positive focus than Hallowe’en) 
on November 3 

• Teaching about Advent and Christmas from 
November 10 until Christmas 

• In January 2024, there will be a focus on “prayer.”  
 

Cheryl Martin and Nyetta Drysdale would like to have a 
short meeting with the parents, following the “Blessing of 

the Animals” service, on Sunday, October 6, 2pm. The 
purpose of this meeting is to introduce the volunteers, to 
tell about upcoming events, and to encourage regular 

attendance and support at home. 
 

Messy Church 
The next Messy Church gathering, for the young and young 

at heart, will take place on 

Saturday, October 12, 
beginning at 5pm. The theme 
will be “thanksgiving.” In 

preparation for Messy Church, 
we are encouraged to choose 1 

thing in our lives, that we are 
particularly thankful for. 

 

“Growing a Healthy Church” 
St. Brice’s will be hosting a gathering for the Deanery, 
“Growing a Healthy Church,” on Saturday, October 26, 

beginning at 9:30am. This event will be facilitated by the 
Most Rev. Anne Germond. We anticipate it will be a 

wonderful time, and warmly welcome all parishioners and 
friends. In order to plan the food and so forth, please note 
the registration information on the promotional poster. 
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Women’s Group 

The next Women’s Group meeting will be held at St. Brice’s 

on Monday, September 30, beginning at 6:30pm. All are 
warmly welcome. 
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 Rosary 
A parishioner who uses the rosary for personal devotions 
is asking if there is another parishioner who also uses the 

rosary. Perhaps they might pray together occasionally. For 
more information, please contact the parish office [705 
474-4005; stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca ]. 

 
Altar Guild 

In preparation for later in the autumn, there needs to be a 

meeting of the Altar Guild team members. A meeting is 
tentatively planned for Tuesday, October 22, 11:30am. 

Members are asked to confirm if they are able, or unable, 
to attend at that time. 
 

Anglican Church Women Fall Soup and Dessert Lunch 
A fall Soup and Dessert Lunch is planned for 

Saturday, November 2, beginning at 11am. 
Proceeds will support the mission work of the 
parish. Please stay tuned for more details, 

closer to the date! 
 

THE WIDER CHURCH 

Ten Days of Prayer 
“Ten Days of Prayer” is a worldwide ecumenical initiative, 

encouraging all Christians to pray, or to fast and pray, for 
10 days. In 2024, “Ten Days of Prayer” is being observed 
between 2-12 October. 

Locally, a lay person from Callander Bay church, Patricia 
Attwood, is promoting this initiative. 
We always want to be encouraging one another to be people 

of prayer. “The prayer of a righteous person has great 
power in its effects,” reads James 5: 16. 

The Advisory Board proposes that St. Brice’s parishioners 
support the “Ten Days of Prayer” in two ways. First, we 
asked some students if they would organize a time for 

prayer at St. Brice’s, and they have kindly agreed to do so, 
beginning at 5pm on Saturday, October 5.  
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Everyone is welcome. 

Second, we encourage people to take time to pray privately 
in your homes. For people whose surnames begin with A 

through to L, we 
invite you to pray 
between 9-

9:15pm each 
evening (or if 
that’s impossible, 

for whatever 
evenings you can 

between 2-12 
October). For 

those whose surnames begin with M through Z, we invite 

you to pray between 9:15-9:30pm. 
If you are unable to pray during these particular times, we 

invite you to pray at whatever time is suitable for you. 
For some people, praying for 15 minutes will simply fly by. 
For others, a 15 minute time of prayer is a bit more of an 

effort. People can pray for whatever they want, and in 
whatever style of prayer they like. It seems particularly 
appropriate to pray for unity within God’s Church, as one 

of our petitions during this time of prayer. 
If you would like some help, here are a few resources: 

The Book of Common Prayer https://prayerbook.ca/bcp-
online/ (especially pp. 30-65) 
The Book of Alternative Services 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/BAS.pdf 
(especially p. 675 ff.) 
Prayer Resources from “Ten Days of Prayer” 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/607ca833b2a20e
24b9b46804/t/6660607f8a929a2874f0eeaf/1717592192

636/10+Days+Prayer+Guide+2024+-+Compressed.pdf  
  

Refugee Family Sponsorship 
There was a meeting last week to discuss sponsoring a 
refugee family, the Alkhazrajis in Yozgat, Turkey.  

mailto:stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca
https://prayerbook.ca/bcp-online/
https://prayerbook.ca/bcp-online/
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/BAS.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/607ca833b2a20e24b9b46804/t/6660607f8a929a2874f0eeaf/1717592192636/10+Days+Prayer+Guide+2024+-+Compressed.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/607ca833b2a20e24b9b46804/t/6660607f8a929a2874f0eeaf/1717592192636/10+Days+Prayer+Guide+2024+-+Compressed.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/607ca833b2a20e24b9b46804/t/6660607f8a929a2874f0eeaf/1717592192636/10+Days+Prayer+Guide+2024+-+Compressed.pdf


-9- 
We agreed to proceed with this sponsorship process. North 

Salem United Methodist Church in New Hampshire, USA, 
is taking on the financial responsibilities. 

 
Holy Trinity, Temiscaming 

Archbishop Anne has appointed me (PA) to be Priest-in-

Charge of Holy Trinity, Temiscaming, officially beginning 
on 1 October. I intend to go to Holy Trinity on the first and 
third Wednesday mornings of the month, as well as other 

occasional responsibilities. 
 

Primate 
Archbishop Anne Germond (our diocesan bishop, as well 
as being the “Metropolitan” for the ecclesiastical province 

of Ontario) has agreed to serve as the acting Primate for all 
of Canada, from now until General Synod meets and has 

an electoral synod, at the end of June 2025. She indicates 
that being “seconded” this way is expected to take 20-25% 
of her time. 

 
Craft Sale 

Jen and Shane Auger have organized a craft sale in the 

parish hall, which will begin at 10am on this coming 
Saturday, October 5. 
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THE WIDER COMMUNITY 

Homelessness 
A coalition of mayors in Ontario cities are working 

together, with the aim of reducing homelessness and its 
associated problems. 
Individuals are encouraged to write their government 

representatives, encouraging that the problem of 
affordable housing be given more attention, and more 
resources invested in addressing this matter. 

If you would like to add your name to a form letter, please 
go to the following link: https://solvethecrisis.ca/  

If you would like to write your own personal letter (which 
takes more time, but which is thought to be more 
effective), we are invited to keep in mind these key points: 

  
 

https://solvethecrisis.ca/
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Here are addresses to which letters can be mailed: 

Anthony Rota, M.P. 
375 Main Street West, 

North Bay, Ontario P1B 2T9 
 
Vic Fedeli, M.P.P. 

219 Main Street East 
North Bay, Ontario P1B 1B2 
 

Mayor Peter Chirico 
200 McIntyre Street East,  

North Bay, Ontario P1B 8V6 
 
(Some material which is addressed to Canadian legislative 

officials can be unnecessarily negative or even rude. I am 
grateful that any letters written by St. Brice’s parishioners 

or friends would be firm but also gracious. Colossians 4: 6: 
“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt.”) 
 

Winter Clothing Drive 
Lakeshore Missionary Church, on Lakeshore Drive in 
Ferris, will be hosting a Winter Clothing Drive. Winter 

clothes will be received for distribution. Please see the pro-
motional poster on the next page, for more information. 
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 National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
I believe that all of us are aware that the historical 
relationship between indigenous and non-indigenous 

Canadians has been painful for indigenous communities 
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and cultures. An important illustration of this has been the 

legacy of residential schools. Residential Schools were 
funded by the federal government, but run by a variety of 

Christian denominations, including the Anglican Church 
of Canada.  
However well-meaning the architects and administrators of 

the residential school system might have thought this plan 
would be, there is now widespread recognition that this 

system of education 

was deeply flawed. 
The National Day for 

Truth and Reconcil-
iation (sometimes 
called “Orange Shirt 

Day”) on September 
30, has been a 

federal holiday for 
reflection and on-

going efforts for reconciliation, since 2021.  As part of this 

pan-Canadian effort toward reconciliation, local churches 
are encouraged to reflect and observe events, focused on 
these relationships. 

Each Sunday, St. Brice’s has a land declaration, and a 
prayer about reconciliation, displayed. There are also 

displays in the narthex (near the front door) and in the 
parish hall. Tomorrow (Sunday, September 29), we will 
read the Land Declaration and Prayer. As well, 

parishioners are encouraged to wear a small orange ribbon 
(ribbon material and pins will be provided near the front 
door). 

Some parishioners understand why we undertake these 
steps. Others are puzzled – 

why should I observe this 
day, when I get along well 
with everyone, and have 

never participated in a 
residential school? 
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There are a couple of reasons why it is helpful to 

participate. First, “reconciliation” is a fundamental 
Christian teaching: Through the finished work of Jesus on 

the cross, most of all we are reconciled with God, and can 
enjoy deep fellowship with God for ever. As well, however, 
“reconciliation” is about new relationships among people. 

Where there has been division – even by accident or by 
misunderstandings – we are all responsible for repairing 
relationships. We all have a part we can play. 

As well, it is important as Christians that we try to 
understand other people’s points of view. When we are in 

a position of power, often unconsciously, we can easily 
assume that the more 
powerful position is the 

“right” position. Part of the 
message of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ, however, is to 
challenge our assumptions 
that the more powerful 

position is likely to be the 
right position. After all, 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

humbled himself to become one of us, and died a horrible 
death before Pilate the Roman governor, in cooperation 

with the religious authorities of the day. Jesus was humble 
and without earthly power; yet this is God’s greatest 
triumph. 

I encourage us to observe the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. 
 

Memorial Pew Bibles 
Last Sunday, we dedicated 40 new memorial pew Bibles. 

At the Board meeting last Thursday night, the Board 
decided to purchase 20 more, paying for these Bibles from 
the Memorial Fund. 
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PROPERTY 

Kitchen Health Inspection 
As St. Brice’s is a commercial kitchen, and serves food to 

the public, we are inspected annually, to ensure we comply 
with all the required health and safety requirements for the 
province of Ontario. 

A health inspector visited twice, last week and the week 
before, and noted several things which must be addressed, 
for us to continue to use the kitchen. Diane McCaskill will 

be posting some information in the kitchen with more 
details, but following are the points which we must keep in 

mind: 
 

• No bare wood where food is stored: Some of the 
cupboards in the parish hall have covers; others are 
bare wood. The bare wood has to be covered, either 

with paint, varnish, urethane or the like, or with 
some other shelf covering material. We will be re-

inspected on 18 October, to ensure we have complied 
with this 

• There was the presence of a fly or flies. Doors and 
windows cannot be left open, unless there is a screen 

• Whoever uses the microwave oven needs to use a lid 
to cover the food, to eliminate splatter. The counter 
under the microwave needs to be cleaned 

• There was evidence of the presence of rodents 
(droppings). For the next year at least, we have to 

keep a log, showing that we are undertaking a weekly 
inspection, and if there is evidence of the presence of 

1 or more rodents, we also have to record what we 
are doing to address this matter. This weekly log will 
be inspected in 2025. 

• Hair must be covered (use of hair nets, caps, or tying 
back hair), wherever food is being prepared to serve 

the public 
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• One of the fridges had a bit of leftover sauce spilled 
on one of the glass shelves, which was not cleaned 
properly 

• Anything – including sugar bowls, water pitchers in 
the fridge, etc. -- must be covered 

• We cannot put hot or warm food in the freezers. The 
food needs to be cooled first.  

 
All of us have a responsibility to care for the property well, 

including the kitchen area. None of us wants to be bossy 
to others who don’t wish to observe the health care 
directives. Please be gracious in working together “for the 

common good.” 
 

Property Committee, Heating 
As the parish hall furnace is getting near the end of its life 
cycle, the Property Committee has been tasked with 

looking at alternatives to replace the current furnace, and 
to report back to the Board. We will keep the parish 
informed, as we learn more. 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 
Allotment Increase 

Each parish pays a portion of their income to the diocesan 
office for their expenses; some of that income in turn is 

forwarded to the National Church.    
After the Annual Returns are submitted to the diocesan 
office in Algoma, parishes are notified of any adjustments. 

St. Brice’s was notified this past week that our apportion-
ment for this year will increase by $3960.08. 

 
Income to 31 August 2024: $108 140.15 
Expenses to 31 August 2024: $114 873.24 

Deficit at 31 August 2024: $6733.09. 


