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Something To Make Us Smile

The Sunday School teacher was describing that when Lot's
wife looked back at Sodom she turned into a pillar of salt,
when Bobby interrupted. "My mommy looked back once while
she was driving," he announced, "and she turned into a
telephone pole."

St. Brice’s Visioning Scripture

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative
of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians 3: 14, 17 (NLT)
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
Worship Service Changes
As many parishioners are aware, there was a discussion
at the Vestry meeting about the Sunday services, and the
times of the services. Last month, we sent out a survey to

parishioners, and were very glad to get a lot of responses
back.

Starting this month (April 2024), we will be using this
schedule:

1st Sunday of the month: 10:30am (use current
schedule of services for the
first Sunday of the month)
8:30am B.C.P.; 10:30am
10:30am

8:30am B.A.S. p. 230 or
B.C.P. in Contemporary
English; 10:30am
10:30am.

2nd Sunday of the month:
3rd Sunday of the month:
4th Sunday of the month:

5th Sunday of the month:

Perhaps most important is to remember the change in
service times:

8:30am Second and Fourth Sundays of the Month
10:30am Every Sunday.

December, July & August, Single services.

After trying this for a few months, members of the
congregation will be consulted again, in mid-August. If
changes need to be made, we will make them for
September. Otherwise, we will leave the new schedule
alone. (We do not want to keep changing the service
times.)

Confirmation
Please remember in prayer the following people who are
being confirmed by Archbishop
Anne Germond, tomorrow (April

% /4 7), at the 10:30am service: Jose
Russell, Kolade Dada, Janet
e Phillips and Cheryl Martin. As

well, two people who already have
been confirmed will be Received:
David Watts and Kristen Lavergne.

(ﬁ )@
Following the worship service,

COI’lf irmation there will be a conversation with

Archbishop Anne in the parish

hall, and then a shared lunch. Please bring something to
eat and to share together, if you can.

“Walking in Faith”
There will be a gathering called “Walking in Faith,” for
parishes in the Deanery, this coming Saturday, at St.
Joseph’s Motherhouse, beginning at 9:30am. We expect it
will be a wonderful time of teaching, fellowship, and
worship.

This event is now full, and there is a waiting list. If you
previously registered, but realize you cannot attend,



please let Carrie Birtch know, so that people on the
waiting list can participate.

Sgnni Tea

Women’s
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The Anglican Church Women (A.C.W.) will be holding
their “April Showers” Spring Tea, on Saturday, April 27,
llam-1pm. The cost is $7/ person. This event is a key
way in which St. Brice’s supports our mission work.

If you would like to help at the tea, there is a sign-up
sheet near the front door.

“Homelessness”
The Diocese of Algoma has a Social Justice Committee
(S.J.C.). Parishioner Nancy Armstrong is a member of this
diocesan committee. S.J.C. has been working particularly
hard to engage with the subject of “homelessness.”

it On Sunday,
i April 28, there
jwill be a
dparticular
‘ focus on the
4 |matter of
WA™ ¥ homelessness
g8 in parishes
3 throughout the
édiocese. The

following

Thursday evening, May 2, 7-8:30pm, there will be an on-
line conversation, moderated by Archbishop Anne. All
parishioners are encouraged to attend.

If you would like to receive the hyperlink so you can
attend, please contact the parish office (705 474-4005). If
you are interested, but are unsure how to use Zoom, or
do not have access to a computer, please contact the
parish office (705 474-4005).
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The Compassion Committee of North Bay, an ecumenical
committee, is having a drive for their spring "Backpacks of
Love" initiative for the homeless. Collections will be
received at the Pro-Cathedral, on Saturday, May 4,
10am-2pm.

St. Brice's is asked particularly fo contribute socks and
women's menstrual products. There is a box near the front
door, to receive donations.

“Craft Sale”
St. Brice’s will be hosting a craft sale, with different
vendors, on Saturday, May 4, from 9am-4pm.

Clergy Retreat
The rector will be away at a diocesan clergy retreat, from
Tuesday, May 7, to Friday, May 10.

Layreaders
The deanery layreaders will be having a workshop about
preaching, on Saturday, May 11, beginning at 9:30am, at
St. Brice’s. This is third in a series, facilitated by the Rev.



Dr. Derek Neal.

Deanery Meeting
There are currently several vacancies in parishes in the
Temiskaming Deanery. Archbishop Anne will be in the
region on Thursday, May 17, 7pm (location yet to be
determined). This event will include a conversation about
how best to provide ministry in the deanery, particularly
bearing in mind smaller parishes, which cannot afford a
full-time incumbent. Further details will be shared, as
they become available.
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ST BRICE'S
2024 CRAFT SALE
May 4
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STBRICE'S ANGLI CAN CHURCH

time 10am-3pm

craftsale2023@ogmail.com

Pentecost Picnic in the Park
Apparently, there is a custom in Nigeria, for there to be
parish picnics on Easter Day. As some students from
Nigeria are parishioners at St. Brice’s, we are exploring
having a “Pentecost Picnic in the Park,” when the local
weather becomes warmer, on May 19. We have reached
out
-8-



to our sister parishes in the city, inviting them to
participate as well. We will keep the congregation
informed, as the date draws closer.

Gift for Liz Hamel
When we call or write the diocesan office, there is a good
chance that we will be in touch with Liz Hamel, the
Executive Assistant to Archbishop Anne. Liz has served in
this capacity in the diocesan office since 2008, but is
retiring at the end of May.

The Deanery as a whole is contributing to a financial gift
for Liz at her retirement. However, we would like to offer a
gift through St. Brice’s as well. Please feel free to sign the
“retirement” card in the parish office. As well, if you
would like to make a financial contribution, please feel

free to do so (etransfer via deposits@stbriceschurch.com;
cheque dropped off at the office, etc.), by the end of April.

Speaking of Cards...

Some of us know MacKenzie, who previously serve as a
hospital chaplain the North Bay Regional Health Centre,
and who has some ties to this parish. MacKenzie is (1)
pregnant, and due soon; (2) preparing to be ordained as a
deacon in the Diocese of Toronto, on Friday, May 3. There
is also a card for MacKenzie in the parish office. Please
feel free to sign this card — even if you haven’t had to go to
the hospital in the past few years!

Choir

Olu has expressed interest in forming a parish choir. He
writes:
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We are writing to extend an invitation to everyone who is
willing and eager to join our church choir. We seek to enhance

the experience of our hymn singing during our precious church
services, and the participation of interested members will
make a significant difference.

The power of music in worship
is undeniable. It has the ability
to touch our hearts, uplift our
spirits, and bring us closer to
God. The choir plays a vital
role in leading the
- congregation in hymns,
creating an atmosphere of
harmony and praise that
)(( ) .« resonates through the church walls. By
)j f/ joining the choir, you have the
opportunity to be part of this cherished
tradition and contribute your unique voice

to our collective worship.

‘ U(mu

You may wonder if you have the necessary musical background
or talent to join the choir. Let us assure you that no prior
experience is required. The choir is a welcoming and inclusive
group where everyone's voice is valued. Whether you are a
seasoned singer or a beginner, we believe that each one of you
has something special to offer.

By joining the church choir, we will not only enhance our hymn
singing but also experience personal growth and deepen our
connection to God. Singing in harmony alongside fellow choir
members fosters a sense of community and togetherness. It
allows us to reflect on the beauty of our faith and express it
through the gift of music.

We will be holding auditions for the choir on Saturday, 5pm,
April 14th in the church sanctuary. These auditions are meant
to be informal and relaxed, serving as an opportunity for us to
get to know each other and gauge your voice range.
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Additionally, it will help us in planning the choir's formation
and vocal parts.

You may contact the parish office at 705 474-4005 or
stbrices.northbay@yahoo.ca to express your interest or ask any
questions you might have.

We believe that our church holds a wealth of talent and
potential within its members, and we are excited to see the
choir grow and flourish with your participation. Let us come
together, raise our voices, and make a joyful noise unto the
Lord.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to
welcoming you to the church choir.

PROPERTY
Building Materials
There are some leftover building materials in the front
stairwell of the parish hall. Please feel free to help yourself
to them, if you like, within the next couple of days.
Whatever is not removed will be discarded.

Security Grant, Update
As some parishioners know, St. Brice’s applied for, and
received, a security grant for $7500, late last fall. We
received an extension, but need to use this grant money
for security, by the end of this month. Here is an update:

* Some parishioners removed brush and a couple of
small scraggly trees, near the Church building
emergency exit. This is to discourage people from
camping and littering on the property
Some parishioners built a new fence and gate,
facing the alley
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We have the lumber and some materials, to build a
fence, from the corner of the parish hall to the
dense cedar bushes. Now that the snow has gone,
there will likely be a small work party, later this
month

An electrician will be installing lights in the soffits
(near the eavestroughing), near the Church building
emergency exit, this coming week. These lights will
only go on at night, and are intended not to disturb
our neighbours, while discouraging overnight
campers on the property

We will be installing a camera outside the main exit
door, and a small monitor in the narthex near the
front door, so people leaving the building can see if
there is someone nearby the door, outside

We will be installing more external and internal
security cameras, likely connected to a secondary
computer in the office.

Public Address System Module
The public address system was making a humming noise,
so a back speaker was disconnected. The speaker was re-
connected, but the humming noise hasn’t resumed. We
need to hear the (intermittent) noise to be able to make a
repair. Please bear with us, as we get this sorted out.

Related to this, the Board passed a motion, that we buy a
“module,” for about $120, from the Memorial Fund. (What
is a “module,” you ask? I don’t know! It’s a thing-y to
make the public address system work better. -PA)

Piano
Much to our surprise, St. Brice’s has been offered a
nearly-new Yamaha Baby Grand Piano (model GC1), for
free. An older, musically-inclined gentleman bought it,
but he died this past year, and his widow decided to give
it away.
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The only requirements are that
we use the instrument, and that
we pay for the shipping cost for
it to be delivered to St. Brice’s.
We can make space for the
instrument.

It has been proposed that we get
a small memorial plaque, and
that we make an affordable
donation to a charity which
specializes in music. (For
example, there is a charity which
helps provide musical
instruments for children who have talent, but who can’t
afford to purchase or rent instruments.)

New Sump Pump
We have had an intermittent problem of rain gathering in
the basement near the Reading Room, particularly during
the spring melt, or after heavy rains. This past week, a
new sump pump was installed, near the front of the
building, outside the Reading Room, next to the hallway.

It’s too early to write that the problem is fixed for good,
but we note with pleasure that the pump cycled on and

off 3 times on the day it was installed, pumping out water
away from the building.
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FINANCES

- FINANC

In the 2024 Budget we adopted at the Vestry meeting on 4
February, we decided it was prudent to increase what we
expect to spend money on, and so, to increase our income
as well, for a balanced budget.

While our income did increase in the first quarter of 2024,
we are still short ($4137). As well, our expenses are a
little higher than we thought for the first quarter ($841).
This means that at the end of March 2024, we had a
financial deficit of $4978. (By comparison, our deficit for
the same time last year was $4222.) This is not a crisis,
but the current shortfall needs to be addressed.

For people who like to view financial information in a
visual way, a financial chart is posted as a separate
document. (This document can’t be printed, because of its
size.)

ALMIGHTY God, whose loving hand hath given us all that
we possess: Grant us grace that we may honour thee with
our substance, and, remembering the account which we
must one day give, may be faithful stewards of thy bounty;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
-Canadian Book of Common Prayer
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How do we get rid of the current deficit?
Among us all, we need to increase our monthly
income by $445.

If one-third of us don’t change our offerings at all,
And if two-thirds of regular givers increase our
monthly income by $6.68 per month,

And if two-thirds of occasional givers increase our
monthly income by $4.95 per month,

... then we will erase the deficit, and end the year “in
the black.”

The greater the number of people who contribute
financially as they are able, the better. (1 household
becoming “regular” in their offering makes a noticeable
positive difference.)

Detalils for people who like numbers...
* 2023 started with a significant deficit in February
& March 2023, but ended with a surplus of
$2250.12 by 31 December 2023.

* 2024 started out with a significant deficit for the
month of January ($3128), but the deficit amount
— how much more we are in a deficit position —
decreased by about half in February 2024 ($4635 —
a monthly deficit of $1507), and then decreased
even more in March 2024 ($4977 - a monthly
deficit of $334).

* However, March 2024 included 5 Sundays and
Easter Sunday — it tends to be a generous time.




